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Believing that the true doctrines of the resurrection, as set 
forth in the Scriptures of Divine Revelation, have long been 
lost sight of, I have thought it necessary to call the attention 
of all true believers in Christ, who may read these pages, to a 
consideration of the principal Scriptures on this important 
tenet of the Christian religion, as well as to awake in the 
mmds of the people, an interest on this great doctrine of the 
Savior. jSTotwithstanding the mist of creeds, and the gloom 
of ecclesiastical councils, have thrown their shade across its 
glory, yet it is one of the most important doctrines in the 
economy of salvation ; for, redemption itself would he of no 
benefit to our race in the future world, were it not for the 
resurrection. It was the great doctrine of the primitive 
Church, the theme of the Apostles, and the joy of the early 
Fathers, down to the third century, when it began to wane 
before the doctrines and traditions of men, and was finally piit 
off by the priesthood until the end of the world; and it was 
not only put off by the commandments of men. until the end 
of time, but it is now declared, by the commonly received 
theology of what is generally termed orthodox Christianity, 
that the doctrine of the resurrection is not a doctrine of reason, 
which, to our mind, is not only wrong in itself, , but is con- 
trary to every principle of the gospel of the Savior, as well as 
to every perception of the intellect of man. For, as yet, we 
have found no doctrine in the gospel of the Redeemer but 
what is reasonable, just and holy, and the more they are ex- 
amined, the more simple, plain and glorious do they appear, 
and will continue to develop more and more of the wisdom, 
glory and happiness of God and his people, while time and 
earth shall endure. Hor is the Church confined to' A single 
sect ; for Christ has said “I am the vine, ye are the branches,” 
which shows that the true Church, like a great army, is com- 
posed of many companies, all marshaled under one great 
Leader, Christ the Lord. O, then, may we all fully appreci- 
ate his life, his death, and his resurrection. 

THE AUTHOR. 



THE 



AS ESTABLISHED BY 


OUR BLESSED LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST, AT THE 
DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM; "WHICH IS 

THE FIRST RESURRECTION, 

ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES. 


The first Resurrection began at ike setting up of the Spiritual Kingdom 
of Christ on earth , at the destruction of Jerusalem , when the whole 
Jewish economy loos taken out of the way , and the Gospel of Salva- 
tion established ih its steady and the sons and daughters of men^ uoho 
were dead in tresspasses and in sins , resurrected into the light and lib- 
erty of the Gospel Kingdom , which is the first Resurrection , and is 
still going on. 



The first state of man, or the state in which he was created, 
was a state of entire goodness. The second state, or the state 
into which he fell by transgression, was a state of entire evil. 
The third state, the state of probation, or trial, in which we 
now live, is a state of both good and evil, by which we are ■ so 
situated that we can choose the good and he saved forever, or 
we can choose the evil and be lost to all eternity. The diso- 
bedience of the first Adam, the great representative of the 
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~r A . * T & iavtiS 01 trespasses and sms, but the 

S* rfat f the ^b A t am > **»reatrepr<4 e ntative 

' e “e^te SOUS, has resurrected the whole familv of man from 
the graTO oftt-espasses and sins of the first Adam, into t£ 
spmtnal kingdom of the Gospel. In all the ages prior to the 
sitting up of the spiritual kingdom by Christ, God was wor- 

W f ° rmS i aQd cere “ onies b 7 the outward man, under 
S® aw .f caf^l commandments, but since the sitting up of 
5® s Fntual ; kmgdom by our blessed Savior, God caifonly be 
worshipped m spirit, by the inner man, under the law o / the 
pint, m Christ Jesus. The first coming of Christ was to re- 
deem and save mankind from sin. His Second commc is to 
resun ect from the graves of sm and death, and gather mto his- 
church, all who will be saved. His first eominf was when he 
was manifest in the flesh at Bethlehem, for the salvation of the 

Z? rf rS? s f oad coming was when he was manifest in the 
spirit at the destruction of Jerusalem, when he made a frill 

' the w! 6 f,lIfiHed tbe old Iaw > took ^ out of 

e way and established his glorious spiritual kingdom in its 

place It was this second coming of Christ that tie Ssdples 
waited so long and anxiously to behold, because it was to res- 
urrect mankind from the graves of trespasses and sins, into 
.he spiritual kingdom of the Gospel of Christ; to abolish the 
law of typesand shadows; and the economy of forms and cer~ 
emonies, and bring m the great spiritual dispensation so Ions' 
d the oracles of God; wherein all must become spfr- 

Usaved d W0I6hl ^ G ° d “ Spirit and ixi trath ’ or tbe 7 cannot 

the^shalfan S® SigI L of the son of maD iQ heaven, and 

snaa all the tnbes of the earth mourn, and they ^hall tt 

shah nSt passim alf Mfil® 0 

__3!f® ??? °£ the c oming of the son of man,” was the ap- 

Struction oft>, R T™ ap , armi . es a . roun(1 Jerusalem, for the de- 
.tiuction of the Jewish nationality, that the spiritual kingdom 

of Christ might be established. ~ 

The tribes of the earth/' were the tribes of Israel, whose 


religion was all outward and earthly. It was an eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth doctrine ; made to suit the inclina- 
tions of the earthly man, that it might acquaint him with the 
economy of God, and prepare him for the reception of the gos- 
pel of Christ, and was to be taken away when he came jthe 
second time, to set up the spiritual kingdom of the Gospel. 

“The clouds of heaven/’ were the hosts of believers, wheth- 
er in heaven or in earth, in which Christ came, in the power 
and glory of his spirit. 

“And he shall send his angels.” These were the holy min- 
isters of his Gospel and the spirits of just men made perfect. 

“ With the great sound of a trumpet.” This was the preach- 
ing of the Gospel of Salvation, that was to supercede the Jew- 
ish economy, overthrow the altars of idolatry, demolish pagan 
thrones, convert heathen empires, and, finally subdue the world 
to the spiritual dominion of Christ. 

“ The gathering of his elect from the four winds,” was the 
resurrecting of mankind from the graves of trespasses and 
sins, into the spiritual kingdom of the Gospel, where they can 
receive the kingdom of grace in the heart, and become the 
children of God, or reject it and remain the children of Satan. 

“ The parable of the fig tree” was to show that one of the 
most holy and illustrious events that ever transpired on earth, • 
the setting up of the Gospel kingdom, was nigh at hand, even 
at their doors. 

“And this generation not passing away until all these things 
be fulfilled,” shows that all those mighty events should take 
place within the lifetime of that generation, orthatthat generation 
should not pass away until our blessed Savior should come 
the second time, take away the old earthly, Jewish kingdom, 
with all its outward ordinances, rights and ceremonies, and 
establish in its room, the spiritual kingdom of the Gospel, 
which is the resurrecting of the world of man, from a state of 
sin and death, into the light and liberty of the Gospel of 
Christ, which is the first resurrection. 

“ But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another ; 
for verily I say unto you, ye shall not have gone over the cities of 
Israel till the son of man be come.” Matt. 10 and 23. 

As Christ had already come once, this of course was to be 
his second coming, . and this second coming was to take place 
before the disciples had time to preach the Gospel in all the 
cities of Israel, and which did take place at the destruction of 
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Jerusalem, when Christ fulfilled the old covenant, established 
the new, and set up his spiritual kingdom j in which he raised 
all the dead in trespasses and in sins to the offered privileges 
of life and salvation in Christ, that all who believe and obey 
bim should have part in the first resurrection and become the 
children of God. Christ’s first coming was natural, but his sec- 
ond coming was spiritual. For old things are passed away, 
and all things have become new under tbe spiritual reign of 
the Redeemer of the world. 

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with him. For this we sav 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and re- 
main unto the eoming of the Ford shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God : and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first, then we which are alive and re- 
main, shall be caught up together with him in the clouds to meet 
the Ford in the' ail’, and so shall we be ever with the Lord ” 1 
Thes., 4 and 14, to 17. * 

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with him.” 
Those who were asleep in Jesus, were the righteous of the 
world, whether Jews or Gentiles, who knew nothing of Christ 
according to the Scriptures, and consequently were asleep to 
all the outward blessings of the gospel, who, without lajv, had 
kept the law of God in their hearts, and were, therefore", equal 
in the joys of the first resurrection, with those who knew and 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and were in Christ as 
fully as- were the true believers, and would be with him in 
spirit as well as they, and he would bring them with him in 
the first resurrection, when he came to set up his spiritual 
kingdom on earth, and take away the Jewish or first covenant, 
that he might establish the second. 

“For this w;e say unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord,” 
These were his disciples and believers, many of whom remained 
alive in the body until Christ did come the second time, at the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and were made alive in Christ, 
through the first resurrection, into the spiritual kingdom of 
the Gospel, for the spiritual kingdom or economy of Christ, 
could not be established until the old Jewish kingdom or • 
economy was abolished or taken out of the way. The apos- 
tles expected him to come, just as he did come, in his spiritual 
kingdom, at the destruction of the Jewish dynasty, or they 



11 

(; would not have said that they would remain alive unto the 

coming of the Lord. 

: “Shall not prevent them which are asleep.” All the sons 

and daughters of men who were not in Christ, were idead in 
trespasses and in sins, but the righteous heathen were^oniy 
asleep, because they were not conscious of Christ, nor of the 
blessings of his gospel, as they had never known the Scrip- 
tures, and were, therefore, asleep to all the revealed joys of 
immortality. They did without law, the 'things contained in 
j • the law, and were, therefore, righteous, and could not be pre- 

vented from enjoying the glory of the first resurrection, or the 
j raising of mankind into the spiritual kingdom of the gospel. 

j “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 

| shout with the voice of the archangel.” The descending of 

i. the Lord from heaven, was the coming in of the spiritual dis- 

; pensation, or the gospel kingdom of Christ being set up on 

earth. The voice of the archangel, was the voice of power 
f that overthrew Jerusalem, by the armies of the world’s fourth 

j great monarchy, and put an end to the Jewish economy, that 

j the spiritual kingdom of Christ might be established in its 

| place, and finally take possession of the world. 

| “And with the trump of God;” The trump of God is the 

proclaimed gospel of the kingdom'. 

“And the dead in Christ shall rise first.” The dead in 
Christ were the true Christian followers of the Redeemer, who were 
dead to all the things of time and earth, and were in Christ by their 
obedience to his Gospel. The dead in Christ rising first, was, 
because being dead in him, they Would of course be the first to 
' rise into his spiritual kingdom. 

“ Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with him in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” 
Those that were alive and remained unto the coming of 
Christ, were the disciples, many of whom were alive, both in 
the spirit and in the body, when Christ came the second time, 
for it was scarce forty years from the time he left the world and 
ascended to glory, until he came the second time and set up 
his spiritual kingdom at the destruction of Jerusalem, for the 
one could not be established until the other was taken out of 
the way, and as the-Savior had always told his disciples that 
that generation should not pass away, and that there were 
some standing there that should not taste death, until they 
had seen the kingdom of God come, makes it as clear as the 
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sun, that those who were alive and remained, were the disci- 
ples who were anxiously awaiting the appearance of the king- 
dom. Being caught up together with him in the clouds, was 
the ascending out of the old earthly, or moral state or dispen- 
sation, into the new or spiritual kingdom of the Gospel, in 
which the clouds, or hosts of the redeemed, were enjoying the 
raptures of salvation and glory. “Meeting the Lord in the 
air,” was the joining with him in his spiritual kingdom, in 
which they became the children of the resurrection, going up 
out of the graves of trespass and sin, or out of a state of mor- 
al death, into the aerial or spiritual state of Christ’s Gospel 
kingdom on earth, through which all that will come, may 
come, and, receiving the kingdom of grace in their hearts, be- 
come the children of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, to 
all the joys of immortality and eternal life. 

“And so shall we be ever with the Lord.” Having ascend- 
ed out of the state of sin and moral death, into which they had 
fallen in the first Adam, up into the spiritual kingdom of 
Christ, the second Adam, and from that into the kingdom of 
grace and communion with God ; they have his spirit hearing . 
witness with their spirits that they are born of God, and con- 
sequently are ever with the Lord, and will be, both in time and 
to all eternity. This is the first resurrection, because they are 
brought forth out of the old system of carnal commandments, 
into the new and living way of intimate and happy commun- 
ion with Christ forever. 

“For the son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with 
his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his 
worts. V erily I say unto you, there be some standing here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the son of man coming in his 
kingdom.” Matt. 16, 27 and 28. 

“The son of man shall come in the glory of the Lather.” 

As Christ had already come once, this, of course, was his sec- 
ond coming. And the glory of the father, was the spiritual ' 

grandeur and power of the Gospel kingdom, manifested through 
Christ, for the salvation of the world. 

“With his angels.” These are his messengers and ministers 
and the spirits of the righteous, who are ever around the j 

children of men to do them good. 

“Then shall he reward every man according to his works,” ' ; 
At the setting up of the spiritual kingdom of Christ, the moral ' 
condition of man underwent an entire change; he was taken 
out from under the economy of types and shadows, and placed !, 

i 
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under the economy of the Gospel, and changed from a natural 
into a spiritual state, in which the great system" of general 
equality was established among men, and the doctrine of re- 
wards and punishments revealed to the world* No preference 
of the Jew over the Gentile will ever be allowed any moreon^ 
earth. Great and small, rich and poor, bond and free, are all 
equal; all have the same right to come to Christ for salvation. 
Character alone, will be the criterion of reward and punishment. 
So that in the Gospel day, Christ will reward every man ac- 
cording to his works, 

“ Verily I say unto you, there be some standing here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the son of man coming in 
his kingdom” As the Gospel kingdom could not be estab- 
lished on earth until the old Jewish economy was abolished, 
and its temple destroyed as the Savior had declared ; the disci- 
ples were anxiously waiting for the occurrence of those events 
which were the precursors of the second coming of the son of 
man, when he would establish his dominion, and resurrect 
mankind from the. graves of original trespass and sin, into 
the spiritual empire of the Gospel, especially when he* inform- 
ed them that there were some standing there who should not 
die until they had seen the son of man coming in his kingdom, 
which was literally fulfilled, for some of them did live until 
Jerusalem, its temple and its whole economy was destroyed or 
taken away by Christ, at his second coming, and his Gospel 
kingdom established in its place. It is impossible that this 
should relate to a. period yet future, for every one of those to 
whom Christ spoke, are now dead. 


, jp ^ ose days -after that tribulation, the sun shall he darken- 
ed and the moon shah not give her light, and the stars of heaven 
shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken, and 
then shall they see the son of man coming in the clouds with great 
power and glory. And then shall he send his angels, and shall gath- 
er together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of 
the earth to the uttermost part of heaven. Sow learn a parable of 
the ng tree ; when her branch is yet tender and putteth forth leaves 
ye know that summer is near, so ye in like manner, when ye shall 
see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh even at the doors. 
Verily I say unto you, that this generation sliall not pass, till all 
these things be done.” Mark 13 and 24 to 30, F 


“But in those days after that tribulation.” The tribulation 
was the suffering and . desolation of the Jewish nation, when 
more than twelve hundred thousand of her people perished in 
the fall of Jerusalem. 
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“ The sun shall be darkened.” Th^ sun was the light of 
the gospel, which had just began to shine in Jerusalem, when 
it was obscured, for a season, by the destruction of that great 
heart of Jewish dominion. 

“ And the moon shall not give her light.” The moon was 
the Jewish law or economy, that shall no more give her light. 

“ An d the stars of heaven shall fall.” The stars of heaven 
that fell, were the martyrs of Christianity that perished in 
Jerusalem. 

“And the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.” 
The infant Church of Christ, that had not yet received its 
spiritual subsistance, began to tremble, in the dreadful perse- 
cution it endured in the expiring throes of the Jewish empire, 
so that the powers in heaven were shaken. • 

“Then shall they see the son of man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory.” Just when the infant Church is 
shaken by persecution, and trembling with fear, her spiritual 
eyes are opened, and she beholds her Savior descending in his 
spiritual kingdom, in like manner as her spiritual eyes beheld 
him ascending to glory. Clouds of angels were with him. He 
came in power and great glory. Revolutionizing the morals 
of mankind, he fulfilled the law, and made it honorable ; 
took away the temporal worship of the temple ; established 
the spiritual worship of Jehovah ; destroyed the outward, 
and set up the inward devotion of the heart to God ; raised 
man from a death of trespass and sin to a life of spiritual 
communion with himself, that all who will come, may come 
and be saved forever. This is the first resurrection. 

“ And then shall he send his angels and shall gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the 
earth to the uttermost of heaven.” This was the extension of 
the first resurrection, to all the children of our race, who will 
believe and receive the doctrines of the spiritual kingdom. 

“ Now learn a parable of the fig tree ; when her branch is 
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is 
near, so ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come 
to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors.” This was to 
show that when these signs should appear around Jerusalem, 
the second coming of Christ was as evidently immediate, as 
was the approach of summer, when the fig tree put forth her 
leaves. No plainer illustration could be set forth in human 
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language to show to the disciples the near approach of the 
second coming of the son of man, than the parable of the fig 
tree; especially, when the blessed Savior sent the injunction 
home to their own hearts by saying, “When ye/’ the disciples, 
“shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even 
at the doors, ” which could be no nearer without being present. 

“Verily I say unto yon, that this generation shall not pass, 
till all these things be done. ” In this holy promise of our 
blessed Redeemer, the disciples were told that the generation 
in which they then lived should not pass away until the dark- 
ened sun, the lightless moon, the falling .stars, the shaking 
heavens, the descending angels, the gathering elect, and the 
second coming of the Son of Man should all be done. Jso 
promise of the Savior has ever been more clearly fulfilled. 
He came the second time, destroyed Jerusalem, fulfilled and 
ended the Jewish economy, and set up the spiritual kingdom 
of the gospel on earth, all within the lifetime of that genera- 
tion, or before that generation had passed away. 

“ Tor as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all he made alive. 
But every m a.n in his own order ; Christ the first fruits ; afterward 
they that are Christ’s at his coming.” 1 Cor., 15, 22 and 23. 

As all men died a moral death in Adam, so all men were 
resurrected into moral life in Christ’s spiritual kingdom, 
which is the first resurrection. “For, as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ,” who is the second Adam, “shall all be 
made alive, ” or resurrected. 

“ But every man in his own order.” All mankind, Jews 
and Gentiles, good and bad, were resurrected into the spiritual 
or Gospel kingdom ; every man was made alive in his own 
order, whether that order was good or bad ; he was raised up, 
or resurrected from under the curse of original guilt, into the 
'light and liberty of the gospel of Christ, that he ‘might- be 
saved, through the suffering and death of the blessed Redeem- 
er, in everlasting life. All mankind are resurrected into the 
gospel kingdom ; for the gospel kingdom embraces the entire 
world ; hut it is only those who believe, and receive the king- 
dom of grace in the heart, that are alive in Christ. The sin- 
ner, being resurrected into the gospel kingdom, is like the 
foreigner, who, coming from under one of the governments of 
Europe to our country, enjoys all the privileges of her insti- 
tutions, but will not throw off the law of Ms ancestors, nor 
swear allegiance to our government, and consequently remains 
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under the old law of his sovereign. So the s inn er, being res- 
urrected into the kingdom of the gospel,* enjoys all the bless- 
ings of its institutions, but will not receive its" spiritual appli- 
° r aT1< ^ become a citizen of Chri$t 7 s spiritual kingdom : and, 
therefore, remains under the old law, and will finally be lost, 
unless he repents and is converted, for, cursed is every one 
that remaineth under the law. It is, therefore, evident that 
every man is resurrected in his own order. 

" Christ the first fruits. 77 As Christ came in the flesh to 
establish his gospel among men, he was the first visible fruits 
of the spiritual or gospel kingdom, because he was the fore- 
runner, or example of his people. 

“ Afterwards they that are Christ’s at his coming. 57 As 
Christ had already come once, this of course was his second 
wming ; which was the coming alluded to, when he declared 
that, “ This generation shall not pass away till all be fulfilled, 75 
or that, “ There be some standing here, who shall not taste 
death, till they see the kingdom of God come with power. 77 This 
was the coming in which he was to destroy Jerusalem, its 
temple and its Jewish economy, and setup his gospel king- 
stead. This was the coming in which he was to * 
^ the law of carnal commandments, and establish 

the law of the spiritual kingdom on earth. Those who were 
Christ s at his coming, were his disciples and others, whether 
Jew or Gentile, that by righteousness had received the witness 
or the Holy Spirit, as on the day of Pentecost, and other 
occasions, when the Holy Ghost was given to believers as an 
earnest of the spiritual kingdom that was soon to be estab- 
lished by Christ, at his second coming, on earth ; when he 
would end the Jewish temporal reign and empire, and estab- 
lish the gospel, spiritual reign over the world of man. This 
Scripture refers to both resurrections, because it alludes to 
both the -moral and the spiritual death, as we shall notice 
hereafter, when we come to notice the second resurrection. 

‘ And he said unto them, verily I say unto you, that there be some 
of them that stand here that shall not taste of death, till they have 
seen the kingdom of God come with power. ” Mark, 9 and 1. 

There were those then standing around Christ, who should 
not die, until they had seen him come in his spiritual king- 
dom at the destruction of the temple, and the ending of the 
Jewish dispensation, and establish his own glorious gospel dis- 
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pensation upon the earth ; having the power to resurrect man 
from the death of trespass and sin, into a life of peace and 
communion with God, which is the first resurrection. 

“And you hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and 
sins.” Eph. 2 and 1. 

“And you hath he quickened.” That is, made alive spirit- 
ually, or resnrrected from a death of sin, into a life of right- 
eousness and love. 

“Who were dead in trespasses and sins.” They were dead 
in the trespasses and sins of the first Adam, dead to holiness 
and God, and alive to the world and the lusts thereof ; but 
were quickened, or made alive by Christ, to a knowledge of 
spiritual holiness through the gospel of redemption, which is 
the first resurrection. 

“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the 
stars ; and upon the earth distress of nations with .perplexity ; the 
sea and the waves roaring ; men’s hearts failing them for fear arid 
for looking after those things which are coming on the earth : for 
the powers of the heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see * 
the Son of Man coming in a cloud, with power aud great glory. And 
when these things begin to come to pass, then look up'and lift up 
your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh. And he spake to 
them a parable : Behold the fig tree, and all the trees ; when they 
now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves th a t summer is 
now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to 
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh- at hand. Verily I 
say unto you, this generation shall not pass awavtill all be fulfilled.” 
Luke, 21 and 25 to 32. 

“And there shall be signs in the sun.” That is, there should 
be signs in the Church of Christ, which is the spiritual sun of 
the world.. Persecution, martyrdom, and the general flight of 
the Christians, or the gospel Church, from the doomed city of 
Jerusalem, were the signs. 

“And in the moon.” There wore to be signs also in the 
moon or the Jewish Church and nation, which were visibly 
manifested throughout the whole kingdom, as well as in the 
city, by that of discord, strife and revolt among the people. 

“And in the stars.” The Apostles, ministers and members 
of the Church of Christ, increased in the wisdom, knowledge 
and power of God, until they had preached the gospel through- 
out the known world, which was one of the great signs of the 
second coming of the Redeemer, and the . first resurrection,’ • 

“And upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity »” 
The earth was the Jewish system ; the nations were the tribes 
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of the Jews, who were distressed and perplexed at the threat- 
ening desolation that everywhere surrounded them. 

“The sea and the waves roaring.” The sea was the Jewish 
nationality, and the waves roaring, its commotions. 

“Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth.” The hearts of the 
Jewish people failed them, when they beheld themselves and 
city besieged by the terrible armies of the Roman empire. 
The things that were coming on the earth, were the war, 
famine and pestilence, that were about to destroy the Jewish 
nationality, together with its economy of rites and ceremonies ; 
to make way for the higher and holier system of the gospel. 
The earth was the Jewish system, because it was of an earthly 
form and character, while the gospel system is of a heavenly 
form and character, being entirely of a spiritual nature. 

“Tor the powers of the heaven shall be shaken'.” The 
infant Church of 'Christ, which is the powers of heaven on 
earth, should be shaken by the dreadful persecutions, commo- 
tions, and false Christs that everywhere surrounded it at the 
destruction of Jerusalem. 

“ And then shall they see the Son of Man in a cloud, with 
power and great glory. ” Just as the Church beheld the 
Savior ascending in his spiritual glory, so were they to see 
him descending in his spiritual glory at his second coming, 
when he would take away the earthly system of the Jewish 
economy, with all its rites and ceremonies, and its Temple 
worship, and set up his glorious gospel kingdom in its stead. 
With their own spiritual eyes, they were to behold him de- 
scend with clouds of angels, to establish his kingdom of Re- 
demption on earth, wherein all that will come, may come, and 
he saved. 

“ And when these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.” 
These things were the signs that preceded the second coming 
of Christ, to set up the spiritual kingdom of the gospel. And 
when they, the disciples, or members of the Church should see 
these things begin to come to- pass, then they were to look up, 
for the coming Savior and their redemption, that was nigh at 
hand. Their redemption was the purchase and liberation of 
the shackled world of mankind, from under the curse of the 
broken law, and bondage of sin, into the light and liberty of' 
the spiritual kingdom of the gospel, at the second coming of 
the Lord Jesus, when he took away the old covenant and its 


economy of natural and outward ordinances, and established 
the new, with its inward and spiritual ordinances, at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, by which the great family of man was 
raised out of the natural state into the spiritual state, which is 
the first resurrection. 

“ And he spake to them a parable: Behold the fig tree,” <fec. 
This parable was to show that the setting up of the spiritual 
kingdom was nigh at hand, even at the doors, and which was 
fulfilled to the very letter in the destruction of Jerusalem, 
when the old law, with all its ordinances, was ended in Christ, 
and the gospel of the kingdom, in its spiritual glory, estab- 
lished in its place, that God might be worshipped in spirit and 
in truth, and not in types and shadows, which were all ful- 
filled and abolished in Christ. 

“Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass away 
until all be fulfilled.” That generation, to whom he was 
then speaking, was not to pass away until all those great events 
were consummated. The temple, with its natural or shadow 
worship, was to be entirely destroyed, and the kingdom of 
Christ, with its spiritual or true worship, set up in its stead ; 
which took place about forty years after this declaration of the 
Savior. And as there were scores and hundreds of people, 
who not only heard this propheey of Christ, but lived to see 
its fulfillment, as well in the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Jewish economy, as in the setting up ox the gospel kingdom 
on earth, whereby the great family of man was resurrected 
from the graves of trespass and sin, into the light and liberty of 
the gospel of Christ, which is the first resurrection. 

“ And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will 
pour out my spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophecy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams. And on my servants and on my hand 
maidens, I will pour out in those days of my spirit ; and they shall 
prophecy. An d I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in 
the earth beneath; hlood, and fire, and vapor of smoke.. The sun 
shall he turned into darkness and the moon into hlood, before that 
great and notable day of the Lord come. ” Acts, 2 and 17, to 20. 

“ And it shall come to pass in the last days.” The last days 
are the .gospel days, or gospel day, for it is the last dispensa- 
tion promised in the Scriptures of truth, to mankind on earth, 
for salvation. 

“Saith God, I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh. ” 
This was the setting up of the gospel or spiritual kingdom, 
which changed the whole system of religion, from that of out- 
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ward forms and ceremonies, to the inward or spiritual worship 
of the Creator, and, resurrected the world of mankind, from a 
death of sin, into a lixe in the spiritual kingdom of the gospel 
of Christ, which was established at the destruction of the Jew- 
ish nationality, and when God poured out his spirit upon all 
flesh, by the gift of this kingdom to the population of the 
entire world, that all who would, might be saved in everlast- 
ing life. 

“And your sons and your daughters shall prophecy.” Be- 
fore the destruction of Jerusalem, and after this declaration of 
our Savior, there arose many among the Jews who prophesied 
of the overthrow and final ruin of the Jewish capitol and 
nation. 

a And your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams. ” Hot only the hoary sages of Israel had 
dreams of Judean desolation, but the young and brave defend- 
ers of both their nation and religion, saw visions, portentious 
and awful, indicative of the desolation of both their city and 
kingdom. 

“And on my servants and on my hand maidens will I pour 
out in those days of my spirit; and they shall prophecy.” 
The servants and hand maidens here spoken of were the true 
followers ol Christ. And those days were the days intervening 
between Christ’s prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem and 
its final overthrow, in which time his spirit was poured out 
upon them on the day of Pentecost, as a foretaste of what his 
children might expect when, at the desolation of Jerusalem 
and its Jewish economy, he would set up his spiritual king- 
dom for the conversion of the world. 

“And I will show wonders in heaven above. ” These won- 
ders were all typical of the fall and ruin of Jerusalem. The 
fiery meteor, hanging over the devoted city, and the embattled 
squadrons, that drifted along the Judean sky, with other ter- 
rible signs, were some of the wonders that appeared in the 
heaven above, just before the destruction of the Jewish city 
and nation. This also has a spiritual meaning, in which the 
“heaven above ” represented the Church of Christ, then being 
established on earth. ' 

“And signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and . 
vapor of . smoke.” Preceding the destruction of Jerusalem, 
the signs of its overthrow were everywhere visible ; sights and 
sounds were seen and heard all over Palestine. Treachery, 
revolt and war were waged by the doomed Israelites against 
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their rulers, in almost every city in the eastern portion of the 
Roman Empire, until blood and fire ran through all their 
realm. Maddened by their rebellion, the Roman armies 
finally gathered around the renowned city of Jewish pride and 
glory; and after the most sanguinary and awful desolation 
recorded in the annais of the world, the old covenant city was 
blotted from the earth. And the “vapor of smoke” was the 
symbol of her passing away, that the New Jerusalem, or the 
. spiritual Church of Christ, might be established on earth. 

“ The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into 
blood before that great and notable day of the Lord come. ” 
The sun represents the infant Church of Christ, that was finally 
to illuminate the world, but was then to be darkened in Je- 
rusalem, because it was forced to leave the city; as Jerusalem 
'itself should be destroyed for having refused to receive the 
light of its gospel. The moon, ox the Jewish system and 
nation, was to become a scene of blood and desolation, before- 
that great and notable day of the Lord, which was fulfilled to 
the very letter. For Jerusalem, its temple, and its economy 
had all to pass away before the great day of the gospel, or 
spiritual kingdom, could begin. ■ “ The great and notable day 
of the Lord” is the gospel day, and is the most notable of all 
the other days or dispensations of the earth. ' The coming in 
of that day took away and abolished forever the Jewish sys- 
tem, with all its types and shadows, its laws and ceremonies,, 
and raised mankind out of the graves of sin and death, into " 
the marvelous light and liberty of the gospel of Christ, which 
is the first resurrection. It changed the entire condition of 
man, from the natural state of sin and condemnation under the 
law, into the spiritual state, in the kingdom of God, where all 
that will come, may come and be saved ; which makes it truly 
the great and notable day of the Lord, unto all the sons and 
daughters of men; because it is, the day of salvation, in which 
Christ came the second time, “to restore man to a spiritual 
union with God. 

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. ” Col., 3 and 1. 

.If we have believed and obeyed Christ, then we have risen 
with him into spiritual life and communion with God, which 
is the first resurrection ; after which, we are to seek those 
things which are above, while we remain on earth. Being 
risen.with Christ, is being resurrected from the moral death 
of original guilt into the spiritual life and likeness of our 
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blessed Redeemer, in the gospel and grace jef the kingdom of 
God. 

“ But when thou makest a feast, call ’the poor, the maimed, the 
blind ; And thou shalt be blessed ; for they cannot recompense thee ; 
for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. ” 
Luke, 14, 13 and 14, 

Every just one that is raised, or resurrected from the death 
of trespass and sin, is not only resurrected into the kingdom 
of the gospel, but into the kingdom of grace and spiritual 
communion with God, where he is blessed or rewarded for every 
good and charitable act he performed in life, so that he loves 
to bless and benefit the poor and needy that cannot recompense 
him, knowing that his Heavenly Father rewards him a thou- 
sand fold for all the good he does on earth, while living and 
walking in this spiritual and holy resurrection state, which 
was established at the taking away of the Jewish economy, 
and will continue to go on until the world shall be restored to 
its primitive glory, 

“ Awake thou that steepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light. ” Eph., 5 and 14. 

All mankind are asleep or dead in trespasses and in sins, 
until they are awakened or resurrected by Christ ; which is 
the first resurrection. All mankind are resurrected into the 
gospel kingdom ; for its dominion covers the entire earth, but 
it is only those who receive the kingdom' of grace that are 
made alive in Christ. Hence, all are commanded to rise from 
the dead ■ and assured that Christ will give them light. As 
all the sons and daughters of men have been made alive from 
a death of sin, by the second Adam, and translated from the 
natural kingdom under the law into the spiritual kingdom of 
the gospel of Christ, they must receive Christ and the kingdom 
of grace in the heart, or be lost forever. For our resurrection 
into the gospel kingdom of Christ, from under the law of car- 
nal commandments, will only sink us deeper in the ocean of 
everlasting death, if we fail to believe, obey and receive the 
spirit of Christ, which is light and life eternal, through him in 
the first resurrection. . 

“ Eor whosoever shall he ashamed of me, and of my word, of him 
shall the Son of Man be ashamed when he shall come in his own 
glory, and in his Bather’s, and of the holy angels. But I tell you of 
a truth there he some standing here, which shall not taste of death 
•till they see the kingdom of God. ” ' Luke, 9, 26 and 27: 

The mission of Christ and his glorious gospel to the proud 
and wealthy Jews, seemed of too humble and lowly character 


for their reception. Priding themselves in the wealth and 
glory of their ancestry, they were ashamed of the holy Re- 
deemer, and refused to hear the doctrines of his blessed re- 
demption. But the Holy Savior plainly informed them, that 
whosoever should be ashamed of him and of his word, of them 
he would be ashamed, when he came in his spiritual glory to 
take away their dominion, and to establish his own glorious 
kingdom, and begin his gospel reign upon the earth. And to 
convince them of -his speedy coming to end the Jewish economy, 
and to set up the gospel of salvation, he declared that he would 
‘Hell them of a truth , that there were some standing there , which 
should not taste of death, till they had seen the Idngdom of God. ” 
That is, there were people then standing there who would live 
to see Jerusalem destroyed, the Jewish types and shadows all 
fulfilled and ended, and the spiritual kingdom of the gospel of 
* Christ established on earth, into which the great family of 
man are resurrected from the graves of trespasses and sins ; 
which is the first resurrection, and where mankind are enabled 
to believe, obey and be saved, in everlasting glory. 


“ Tor as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them ; 
even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the Father judgeth 
no man, hut hath committed all judgment unto the Son." That all 
men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that 
honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the Father which hath sent 
Mm. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word and 
believe th on him that sent me ; hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation ; but is passed from death unto life. V erily, 
verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live. 
For as the Father hath life in Mmself, so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself ; And hath given Mm authority to execute 
judgment also, because he is the Son of Man. Marvel not at this'; 
for the hour is coming, in the wMch all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice. And shall come forth ; they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation. ” John, 5 and 21, to 29. 

“For as the Father raiseth up the dead and quickeiteth 
them.” These are the dead in trespass and sin, who are 
quickened into spiritual life by Christ Jesus, who is the second 
Adam, and who, at the destruction of the_ Jewish economy, 
established his spiritual kingdom or gospel dispensation, into 
which all mankind, both good and bad, are resurrected ; which 
is the first resurrection. 


“ Even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. ” That is, 
the. Son of God is able to give life to all, even the worst of 
sinners. As all mankind are resurrected from the death of 


original sin, by the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world, and as he wills the life of all men, because he has 
resurrected all into the gospel kingdom, he is willing to quicken 
all who will come unto him and receive the kingdom of his 
grace ; for all men, both good and bad, are resurrected into 
the gospel kingdom ; but it is those who receive the kingdom 
of grace or de^spirit of God in the heart, that are quickened 
into spiritual life in Christ. And as the Son wills that all 
men might be saved, so is he willing to quicken all who will 
come unto him, into everlasting life. 

“For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son. ” As our blessed Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, is the Author of the resurrection of all men, so is 
he the judge of all men, and as all men have sinned, and stand 
condemned before God to everlasting death, he has, therefore, 
brought a full and free pardon to all who will believe and 
obey his gospel, and made them heirs with bim in his king- 
dom.^ But all those who will not believe and obey Christ, 
remain under the Law', and must, therefore, stand condemned 
forever. 

“That all men should honor the Son, even as they honor 
the Father. He that honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the 
Father which hath sent him .- /J All men should honor Jesus 
Christ as the true and living God, because he was God mani- 
fest in the flesh. And all that honoreth not Christ as God 
dishonored the Father, for Christ and the Father are one! 
As soul, body and mind compose one man in one person, so 
does Father, Son, and Holy Spirit compose the one God in 
one person. "Whosoever, therefore, lessens the character of 
Christ below that of Deity, lessens and degrades the character 
of God. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that beared my word 
and believed on him that sent me, hath everlasting lifeV 
He that heareth and believeth oh the blessed Savior, is not 
only resurrected from de grave of trespass and sin into the 
spiritual kingdom of the gospel, but he is pardoned, and 
adopted into de family of God, receives de kingdom of grace, 
and becomes an heir of everlasting life. 

“And shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from 
dead unto life. ” All men were dead in trespasses and sins, 
morally ruined, under de curse of original guilt, widbut any 
ability to recover or save themselves from everlasting death. 
But the blessed Bedeemer so loved de world, dat he gave 


himself a ransom for the -whole family of ruined man, that 
whosoever would come unto him, might come and be saved. 
He not only redeems man from everlasting woe, and resur- 
rects him from the body at death, but he has established his 
spiritual or gospel kingdom, into which 'he resurrects all the 
sons and daughters of men. The spiritual or gospel kingdom 
was established on his second coming, at the destruction of. 
Jerusalem, when he fulfilled the old law, and took it out of 
the way, changing the whole system of religion, from, that of 
carnal commandments and outward worship, to that of the 
spiritual kingdom and inward devotion. The gospel or spir- 
itual kingdom has the world for its territory, mankind for its 
subjects, the gospel for its law, and the blessed Savior for its 
king, so that all mankind are resurrected out of the carnal 
state or kingdom of sin and death, into the spiritual or gospel 
kingdom of God, where they can receive Christ and be saved, 
or reject him and be lost forever. And he that comes to Christ 
shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from the death 
of trespass and sin, under the law, into life under the gospel. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God . ,s 
Even then some of the dead in- trespasses and in sins were 
being resurrected into spiritual life. The disciples, with, the 
exception of Judas, and all true believers in Christ, were spir- 
itually resurrected into his kingdom. But the hour was com- 
ing when all the dead in trespasses and sins should hear the 
voice of the Son of God. And as all mankind were dead in 
sin in the first Adam, so were all mankind made alive in the 
second Adam ; which is the first resurrection. They were to 
hear the voice of the Son of God, not Gabriel’s trumpet, but 
the voice of the Redeemer, in the graves of sin and death, 
calling them forth into the spiritual kingdom of his gospel, 
which should take place at his second coming, when he would 
destroy Jerusalem, fulfill and take away the Jewish economy 
and kingdom, and establish the spiritual or gospel kingdom in 
its place, into which all the morally dead of earth should be 
resurrected. So that it was said with amazing truth : u The 
hour is coming and novo is-, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, ” 

“ And they that hear shall live. ,J Notwithstanding all 
mankind are resurrected into the gospel kingdom, yet it is only 
those who believe, and obey, and receive the kingdom of grace 
in the heart that shall live in everlasting life, 



“JTor as the father hath life in himself, so hath he given 
to the Son to have life in himself." The blessed Savior here 
brings to view his oneness with the Father, in having life in 
himself, to resurrect and give life to all the children of men, 
who are dead in trespass and sin ; which is the first, resurrec- 
tion. 

\ 

il And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, 
because he is the Son of Man." In humanitv, Jesus Christ is 
the Son of Man. But in Divinity, he is the' Son of God, or 
God manifest in the flesh, and as he is God and man united, 
he is the only one that can judge correctly. And being the 
Son of Man, he is, therefore, acquainted with man’s infirmities, 
and because he is the Son of God, the Father hath given him 
authority to execute judgment upon the earth, so that he is 
now executing judgment, as well as resurrecting the sons and 
daughters of men. 

Mar\ el not at this ; for the hour is coming, in the which 
ad that are in the graves shall hear his voice." The hour is 
coining, that is it was near at hand. Not the day, but the hour 
is coming, merely an hour, which coincides with the manv 
other declarations of our holy Redeemer, in which he said': 
that 'this generation should, not pass, 3 ' or that “there be some 
standing here , that shall not taste death, until they see the kingdom 
of God come with power.” The hour is coming when Jeru- 
salem or the old economy shall be destroyed, and the gospel 
kingdom established. The hour is coming, that is, the time 
was near at hand, when Christ should come the second time, 
abolish the outward worship, establish the inward or spiritual 
worship, and begin bis gospel reign on earth. “The hour is, 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice. “Aim that are iv the graves," not all that are in 
their 'graves, but all that are in the graves of trespasses and sins, 
shall hear his voice, not the voice of Gabriel’s trumpet, but 
the voice of the Son of God. speaking them to life, in the 
chambers of spiritual death, that they may come forth into the 
spiritual kingdom of the gospel of Christ; which is the first 
resurrection. That the hour here spoken of is the same as 
that spoken of m the 25th verse, is; evident. It is there stated 
that ‘the hour is coming,” just as it is here, but in the first 
instance, Christ proceeded to tell tin am that the hour had al- 
ready beguu ; that even then some ■ were being resurrected. 
1ms astonished them, and he told tiuRQ n of, (<> wonder at that. 




far atl should be raised (into the gospel kingdom) when the 
end of the hour was accomplished. 

“And shall come forth * they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life.” All, both good and bad, were to come 
forth from the graves of trespass and sin, or from under the 
curse of Adam’s transgression, for “as in Adam all have died , 
even so in Christ shall all he made alive, hut every man in his 
own order ” They that have done good shall be made alive in 
that order* and shall come forth unto the resurrection of life, 
into the marvelous light and liberty of the children of God, 
and begin the holy and happy life for which they were des- 
tined. Well may it be said : Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection. 

“ And they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation.” All the bad, as well as all the good, were res- 
urrected from under the curse of original sin, and brought 
under the spiritual government of the gospel of Christ; for 
the gospel kingdom established at the end of the Jewish econ- 
omy, embraced the world, and extended to all mankind ; yet 
the great majority of mankind, living under the light, and 
enjoying the blessings of the glorious gospel of Christ, are 
aliens, and not citizens of the government of the spiritual king- 
dom of the gospel ; because they have not complied with the 
laws of the gospel kingdom. They that have done evil are 
those who have transgressed or neglected to obey the com- 
mandments of Christ, and are, therefore, resurrected unto dam- 
nation, or condemnation ; for he that believeth not, is' damn d, 
or condemned, already, and unless pardoned by Christ, will be 
damned to all eternitv. 

v 

il For, this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are 
dead, that they might he judged according to men in the flesh, but 
live according to God in the spirit.” I Peter, 4 and 6. 

The dead here spoken of are the dead in trespasses and in 
sins, and the gospel was established that they might be res- 
urrected out of the graves of sin and death, into the spiritual 
kingdom of the gospel ; for all men died in Adam, and, con- 
sequently must be made alive in Christ according to the gospel. 
For this cause was the gospel preached to them that are dead 
in trespasses and in sins, that they might be judged according 
to men in the flesh. Although they were dead in sin, they 
were alive in the flesh, and being spiritually resurrected, they 
were to live according to God in the spirit, and serve him while 
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they Remained in the body os earth) thhi they might enjoy 
him forever. 

“ If one died for all, then were all dead : And that he died for all, 
that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, hut 
unto him which died for them and rose again. ” 2 Cor., 5, 14 and 15. 

As the great frmily of mail were all dead in sin, so .Christ 
died for all that they might be resurrected into his spiritual 
kingdom, where' every soul has the high and holy privilege 
of coming to God, through Christ, “that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves , but unto him which died for 
them, and rose again.” He died for all, because all were dead 
in trespasses and sins, and rose again, that all might rise from 
the graves of moral death into the spiritual kingdom of the 
gospel, established by our blessed Savior on earth at the end 
of the J ewish economy ; which is the first resurrection. 

“Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteous- 
ness unto sin ; but yield yourselves uuto God, as those that are alive 
from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God,” Rom., 6 and 13. 

All who are made alive from the graves of sin and death, 
and brought into the gospel kingdom of Christ, and by obedi- 
ence to his holy law, have yielded their members, as instru- 
ments _ of righteousness unto God, show that they are alive 
from the dead, and that they have been truly resurrected into 
the life and liberty, of the children of God, being the children 
of the spiritual resurrection. 

“We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren.” John, 3 and 14. 

Every true Christian knows that he has been resurrected 
from his grave of trespass and sin, or that he has passed from 
death unto life, because he loves both God and man. 

“ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, hut after this the 
judgment; So Christ was on ce^ offered to bear the sins of many ; and 
unto them that look for him, shall he appear the second time without 
sin, unto salvation.” Heb., 9 , 27 and 28. 

“ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the J udgment.” This alludes to both the present and the 
final j udgment. The present j udgment is that by which Christ 
is judging the world in righteousness. The final judgment is 
that that decides men's final and eternal destiny after death. ' 
As soon as the good roan dies, his spiritual body, like that of 
Lazarus, is resurrected, and the final judgment assigns him to 
a state, of everlasting life and joy. And as soon as the bad 
man dies, his spiritual body, like that of the rich man, is res- 
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injected, and the final judgment consigns biin to a state of 
everlasting death and woe, so that “it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment/’ It was also appointed 
unto men to die a moral death, because of the Adamic trans- 
gression, from which they are all resurrected by Christ, into 
the spiritual kingdom of the gospel j which is the first res- 
urrection. 

“So Christ was once offered to beat the sins of many." 

Christ was not only offered a living sacrifice to resurrect 
mankind from natural death, but he was also offered to res- 
urrect them out of the graves of sin and death, into which 
they had fallen by the first Adam. The blessed Savior laid 
down his own precious life, that mankind might be resurrected 
from spiritual death, into spiritual life, and thereby be saved 
from eternal death • for Christ did not die to save mankind 
from natural death, but to rescue him from spiritual death, , 
so that as all men were appointed to death in the first Adam, 
so has the judgment of condemnation passed upon all men, 
for all have sinned. Hence, it is plain, that it is appointed 
unto men once to die a moral death but after this the judg- 
ment ; but the glorious second Adam has resurrected all men 
from this state of condemnation and moral death, into the 
spiritual kingdom of the gospel, where all who will believe 
and be converted, shall be saved in everlasting joy. 

“And unto them that look for .him shall he appear the sec- 
ond time without sin unto salvation/*’ The first coming of 
Christ, was when he appeared as God manifested in the flesh, . 
to suffer and die for the sins of a ruined world, that whosoever 
believeth in him, might be saved. The second coming of 
Christ, was when he appeared as God manifest in the spirit 
and power of his divinity, at the destruction of Jerusalem, 
where he made a full end of the Jewish economy, and estab- 
lished the spiritual or gospel kingdom on earth, that mankind 
might henceforth worship God in spirit and in truth. This 
was the first resurrection. 

“ When, the son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with' him, then shall he sit upon the throne of Ms glory, and 
before Mm shall he gathered all nations, and he shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd diyideth his sheep from the goats ; 
and he shall set the sheep on Ms right hand, but the goats on the 
left. Then shall the king say unto them on his right hand, come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was a hungered and you gave me 
meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave rue drink; I was a stranger and 
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ye took me in -.Naked, and ye clothed me ; I“was sick and ye visit- 
ed me ; I was in prison, and yecame unto me. Then shall the righte- 
ous answer Mm, saying, Lord when saw we thee a hungered, and 
fed thee? Or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw 'we thee a 
stranger, and took thee in? Or naked, and clothed thee ? Or when 
saw -we thee sick or in prison, and came unto thee ? An d the bmg 
shall answer and say unto them, Terily, I say unto you, inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least oi these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, 
depart from roe ye cursed, into everlasting fire', prepared for the 
devil and his angels ; For I was a hungered and ye gave me no meat : 

I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; I was a stranger, and ve 
took me not in ; Naked, and ye clothed me not ; Sick and in prison , 
and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, 
Lord when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then 
shall he answer them saying, Verily, I say unto you, inasmuch as ye 
did it not unto one of the least of these, ye did it not unto me, and 
these shall go away into everlasting punishment ; but the righteous 
into life eternal.” Matt. 25 and 31 to 46. 

“ "When the son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon "the' throne of his 
glory.” This was the second coming of Christ, when he came 
at the destruction of Jerusalem, ended the Jewish law, took 
away a .national, and established a universal religion, and set x 
up his spiritual kingdom on earth, that all people anight be 
gathered into one, in Christ Jesus. His holy angels were his 
apostles and disciples on earth, and the spirits of just men made 
perfect from heaven. The throne of his glory' is that great 
spiritual throne of mediatorial life aud power, on which he 
reigns at the right hand of the Father, wielding the energies 
and controlling' the destinies of the universe.. 

“And before him shall be gathered all nations.” As his 
gospel or spiritual kingdom embraces the world, all nations, 
kindreds, and tongues, are, therefore, before him, being spirit- 
ually resurrected from the graves of trespasses and sms, into 
his holy presence, where all who will, may have eternal life, 

“ And he shall separate them one from another, as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats.” This great truth is 
everywhere visible, and has been ever since the blessed Ke- 
deemer set up his spiritual kingdom on earth. Those nations, 
communities and individuals, represented by the sheep, are 
those who believe and obey Christ, and, consequently, are right- 
eous, -wise and happy, while those represented by the goats are 
they who, being morally resurrected into the spiritual kingdom of 
the gospel, reject and disobey Christ, and consequently, are 
barbarous, ignorant and miserable ; indeed the division between 
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L the sheep and the goats, is everywhere visible, and the sepa- 

i rating process is not only going on, but the sheep, or the righte- 

ous, are everywhere ranging themselves on the side of right and 
Christianity, while the goats, or the wieked, .are left to their 
j own destruction, because they will not have Christ to reign 

; - over them. 

i “And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats 

on the left.” That is, he will establish or carry out forever, 
the great distinctive principle between the righteous and the 
wicked, between those who serve God, and those who serve 
Him not until the wicked shall be cut off and the earth re- 
stored to its primitive glory. 

“ Then shall the king say unto them on his right hand, come 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.” The kingdom of God is 
; of a three fold character, and each kingdom is composed of four 

essential principles : First, that of territory ; second, of subjects ; 
third, of laws; and fourth, that of a king. The first kingdom 
is the gospel kingdom, which has the world for its territory, 

| mankind for its subjects, the gospel for its laws, and the blessed 

Savior for its king. This kingdom was established at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, where Christ fulfilled and abolished the 
! i, law of rights and ceremonies, together with the Jewish kingdom, 
which was only a shadow of the great gospel kingdom set up 
in its stead ; and it is into this glorious kingdom, that the sons 
and daughters of men are resurrected or raised up, both good and 
bad, from the bondage of original sin, into the liberty of the gos- 
pel of Christ, where they can all believe, repent and be saved in 
: endless life, or disobey and be lost in endless death. The second 

kingdom is the kingdom of grace, or the inner kingdom of the soul, 
which has the heart for its territory, the graces or virtues for its 
subjects, love for its laws, and the comforter or the holy spirit, 
for its king. This is the kingdom of comfort and communion 
> with God, and the one into which all true believers are resur- 

| reeted unto everlasting life. The third and last kingdom, in 

| this holy trinity of empire, is the kingdom of glory. It has 

heaven, with all its mansions for its territory, the holy spirits 
; of all the righteous for its subjects, the government of eternal 

life for its laws, and Jesus Christ the sovereign of the universe 
for its king. And the king shall say to his children “ come ye J 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.” This .kingdom commenced with the 
gospel or spiritual kingdom and is perfected in the kingdom of 
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gloty. Ail are resurrected into the gospel kingdom, where they 
are not only resurrected from under the curse of original sin, 
out they are invited to come into spiritual communion with God* 
in the kingdom of grace, where they will be prepared for the king- 
dom Oi. glory, so that Christ is ever inviting his children to 
mgher ana nobler blessings in his' heavenly kingdom. 

For X was a hungered and ye gave me meat ; X was thirsty 
and ye gave me drink, I was a stranger ana ye took me in • 
X^a^ed and ye clothed me; I was sick and in prison and ye 
came unto me.” All who love Christ, love their neighbor, 
ana will be as kind and benevolent to him as thev are to 
themselves, for rove is the fulfilling of the whole law, and this 
is the reason why God so abundantly blesses those that do 
good to their fellow men. . 

“ Then shall the righteous answer him saying, Lord, when 
saw we thee a hungered and fed thee ? or thirsty and gave 
thee drink? when saw we thee a stranger and took thee in? 
or nas:ed and clothed thee ? or when saw we thee sick or in 
prison and came unto thee?” This heavenly doctrine taught 
in the first resurrection, was so entirely new, and so com- 
pletely opposite to all the religions of earth, that it seemed to 
them a mystery, but the next sentence explained it all. 

And the Eing shall answer and say unto them, verilv I 
say unto you ; Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of 
these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” This is the 
great pimciple of tne Christian Iteligiou. Love to God and 
charity to, >11 mankind. .Under the old law, man’ was united 
to God by a chain of ten links or commandments, the breaking 
of a Single one of which separated the offender from God. 
Lut under the new j,uw, established by our blessed Savior at 
the first resurrection, when he fulfilled the old law and took it 
out of the way, at the destruction of the Jewish economy, he 
brought man nigh to heaven, and united him to God by a 
cnain oi two links or commandments, cc Thou shctli love the 
Lord thy God with cicl ihy heart and thy neighbor as iky self } on 
these two hang all the law and the prophets.” The whole of the 
old ten Commandments are merged into these two command- 
ments. The first four of the ten, showing man’s dtitv to God, 
are merged into this one : « Thou shall love the Lord thy God 
with all ihy heart” and the last six, showing man’s duty to 
his fellow man, are merged into this one: « And thy neighbor 
os tnysdjT Under the old law, salvation was by works, but 
under the new, salvation is by faith in Christ, and love to all 
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mankind. This is the life-principle of the great doctrines of 
man’s salvation. We are to love the Lord with all our hearts, 
and our neighbor as ourselves. If we love ourselves well 
enough to do ourselves all the good we can, with the least 
possible harm, then we know how well to love our neighbor; 

. for this is just what we are to do to them ; and in so doing, 
we show that we love our neighbor as ourselves. And this is 
what Christ so beautifully teaches in the doctrine of the first 
resurrection. Inasmuch as ye have fed and clothed, and vis- 
ited the least ot these, my brethren, in their affliction, ye have 
done it unto me. If, then, we would be resurrected into spir- 
itual communion with Christ, we must live for the benefit of 
man, as well as for the glory of God, for in whatever form or 
manner, we do good to man, we thereby honor and glorify 
God, and bring salvation to ourselves. O, would man, ins tead 
of hoarding up his wealth for naught, distribute it for the 
blessing and benefit of his race, how soon would the earth re- 
joice, and the glory of the first resurrection cover the world. 

“ Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, depart 
from me ye cursed.” The cursed are all those who have been 
resurrected into the kingdom of the gospel, but will not receive 
the kingdom of grace, or the kingdom of Christ in the heart. 
They are like the foreigner from under the old laws of Europe, 
who comes to our country, and enjoys all the privileges of our 
institutions, but will not throw off the law of his ancestors, and 
swear allegiance to our government; and, consequently, remains 
under tne old law »of a foreign land. So the sinner, being res- 
urrected into the kingdom of the gospel, enjoys all the bless- 
ings of its institutions, but will not receive its spiritual appli- 
cation, and become a citizen of Christ’s spiritual kingdom, and, 
therefore, remains under the law. And Christ will ever say 
to the aliens, “depart from me ye cursed,” for all are cursed 
who remain under the old law. 

“ Into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
The burning anguish, and the fiery misery of the sin-cursed 
soul, overwhelmed by conscious condemnation, may well be 
compared to everlasting fire, which was prepared for the devil 
and his angels, and not for man, yet if man continues to serve 
and obey the devil, he must finally take up his abode with him 
in everlasting death. This is that tormenting fire, that often 
drives the sinner to remorse and despair, and is everlasting, 
because it will continue to burn through all the eternity of 
God, upon the soul of the wicked, unless he believes, obeys, 
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and is resurrected into the spiritual kingdom of Christ, in life 
and time. * 

“Fori was a hungered and ye gave me no meat; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink ; I was naked, and ye cloth- 
ed me not; sick and in prison, and ye visited me not.” This 
shows selfishness to be the greatest of all sins, as . well as the 
most prevalent among men, indeed the great hulk of mankind, 
seems to be on the left hand, all toiling and sweating for them- 
selves, without any reference to the happiness of others, for- 
getting that the great errand of their being, is for the glory of 
God and the happiness of man. 

u Then shall they also answer him saying, Lord when saw 
we thee a hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, 
or in prison and did not minister unto thee ?” They never 
realized that the great family of man was the family of God, 
or that whatever good or harm they did to man, they did to 
God. It is, therefore, impossible for the selfish ' lover of this 
world to be resurrected into the spiritual kingdom of Christ, 
because they cannot feel like doing the same good to their 
neighbor that they do to themselves. To love ourselves 
rightly, is to do ourselves all the good we can on earth, and 
this is all God requires us to do to our neighbor; and in doing 
him all the good we can, we not only show that we are doing 
as we would be done by, but that we love our neighbor as 
ourself, and that we have been resurrected into the spiritual 
kingdom of God. While the selfish, or those on the left hand, 
think only of themselves, and of the things of time and earth, 
and, consequently, are departing further and further from 
Christ. 

<e Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, 
inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of the least of these, ye did 
it not unto me.” They had never given any of the wealth or 
substance that God had loaned them, to feed the poor, to 
clothe the naked, or to heal the sick; and as they had not 
done any of those things for the benefit of man, neither had 
they done it unto God. 

“And these shall go away into everlasting punishment.” 
They shall go further and further from Christ deeper and 
deeper into their own condemnation and punishment. For 
punishment begins with sin, and will continue with the sinner, 
not only through time, but through all the periods of eternity, 
and must, therefore, be everlasting in its duration. 

“But the righteous into life eternal.” As soon as the be- 
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liever is resurrected into the spiritual kingdom, or the king- 
dom of grace, from a state of trespass and sin, he begins eternal 
life, and if faithful to the commands of God, will continue in 
eternal progression, through all the intervals of both time and 
. eternity, which are the fruits of the first ■ resurrection. Thus 
do we see the beauty and glory of the first resurrection, or the 
second coming of Christ, which he promised should take place 
at the destruction of Jerusalem, and which he gloriously ful- 
filled for the salvation of the world. 

“0, Jerusalem, Jerusalem! thou that killest the prophets and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not ! Behold ! Your house is left un- 
to you desolate ; for I say unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth, 
till ye shall say, blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
Matt. 23 and 37', 38, 39. 

Jerusalem, the holy city, with her temple and economy, was 
the great type of the spiritual Church of Christ on earth, and 
was the capitol of the most highly favored and exalted king- 
dom of the world ; and had her rulers and people received the 
teachings of the gospel, Jerusalem might have exchanged her 
economy of types and shadows for the economy of the spiritual 
kingdom o£ Christ, in all its heavenly reality, without a dis- 
cord in the harmony of her being. But her rebellion, idolatry, 

, pride and cruelty, with almost every sin recorded in the tablet of 
crime against God and man, that had been accumulating for ages, 
was now well nigh full. And the blessed Savior who had so 
long borne with her ingratitude, rebellion and cruelty, was 
now about to sweep her from the world, with the besom of de- 
struction, and establish the kingdom of the everlasting gospel 
in her stead; and while looking at the awful ruin that awaited 
her, he wept over her desolation, and exclaimed prophetically, 
only two days before her rulers killed him, “ O, Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem! thou that killest the prophets and stoaest them 
that are sent unto thee, how often would X have gathered thy 
children together even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not. Behold ! your house is left unto 
you desolate, for X say unto you, ye shall not see me hence- 
forth, till ye shall say, blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord/’ This was the solemn farewell of the son of 
God to the great city of Jerusalem. Their house or temple, 
from this time onward, was left desolate; the .spirit of God 
had departed from it and they should see him no more as a 
friend and protector of their city and kingdom, or enjoy his 
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presence again in the temple of their religion. But that when 
he should come again, they would be willing to say : blessed 
is he that eometh in the name of the Lord. For at his second 
coming, he would not only fulfill the law, destroy Jerusalem 
and make a mil end of tne Jewish rites, and ceremonies, but 
he wouxd establish his spiritual kingdom on earth, and resur- 
rect mankind from the graves of trespass and sin, into the gos- 
pel of the Son of God. ' . 

thae shall Mchael stand up, the great prince which 
standeth for the children of iny people ; and there shall be a time 
ol trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that 

a | tha f th ? e th y P e °P le shall he delivered, every 
one that shall be found written In the book.” Dan. 12 and 1. ^ 

“Michael the great prince,” is our blessed Lord and Savior 
the .Redeemer of the world, “he stands up” as the Mediator of 
his people, whether Jew or Gentile, all may come unto him 
and be saved. “The time of his standing up/' began at the 
going down of the Jewish economy, and the coming in of the 
gospel dispensation. “ The children of thy people,” are the 
families of Israel. “ The time of trouble,”' was the desolation 
of Jerusalem. “The time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation/^ was the famine, war and murder, that 
everywhere filled the city and temple with woe and death, and 
mx t _ them but a putrid mass and smouldering ruin of the ' " 
Jewish people, their city and their nationality. “And at that 
time thy people shall be delivered.” The whole family of 
man were Christ's people, whether Jew or Gentile, he" was 
hesh oi their desk, and bone of their bone, and by him they 
were delivered from under the curse of Adam's transgression 
for Christ was the second Adam, who, “at that time/' at the ' 
destruction of Jerusalem, ended the Jewish economy of types 
and sundews, and established in its stead, the sniritn&T 
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man are resurrected from under the curse of the law or origi- 
nal trail SOTeSRirm nut. (iff ho rv»a-<rn* i 3 '• S 



which is the first resurrection. “Every one that shall be 
lOund wntten in tne book.” Those are the righteous, whether 
^>ew or Gentile, who are not only resurrected into the gospel 
kingdom, but into the kingdom of grace and communion with 
Cnrist, and have their names recorded in the Book of Life ■ 
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the Redeemer, and will be lost, notwithstanding thev are res- 
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urrected from under the curse of the law, unless they repent 
and receive the kingdom of grace in the heart-. 

“ And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.” Dan. 12 and 2. 

“ And many of them that sleep in the dust shall awake” 
Thousands and millions of mankind were asleep in the dust, 
so to speak; they were dwellers of the dust, they worshipped 
gods of dust-, their expectation was in the dust, their whole 
attention was drawn to the dust, their aspirations were no 
higher than the dust, consequently they were asleep in the 
dust ; they knew nothing of God or his Revelation, until they 
were awakened by the light of Christ. In the first resurrection 
that light “ was the true Light, which lighteth every man that 
eometh into the world.” John, 1 and 9. “Some to ever- 
lasting life.” Every true, sincere and candid being, who has 
done the best he could in the honesty of his heart, however 
deep may be his sleep in the dust of ignorance and superstition, 
is resurrected, as well as the true believer, unto everlasting life 
in the first resurrection. “And some to shame and everlast- 
ing contempt.” ; All the wicked, hypocritical and the unbe- 
lieving are resurrected to shame and everlasting contempt, in 
the first resurrection, because, notwithstanding they are res- 
urrected from under the curse of the law, into the gospel 
kingdom of Christ, they will not come under the law of Christ, 
and consequently must perish forever. 

“ And they that he wise shall shine as the brightness of the fir- 
mament ; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for- 
ever and ever.” Dan, 12 and 3. 

“They that be wise” are the obedient believers in Christ, 
who, after they were awakened or resurrected from the dust of 
earth and sin, chose the things of the spirit, rather than the 
things of the flesh, and thereby chose eternal life, in preference 
to the present life in the world, and shall, therefore, shine as 
the brightness of the firmament in the kingdom of God. 
“And they that turn many to l’ighteouness as the stars forever 
and ever.” After the first resurrection, or as soon as the 
kingdom of the gospel was established on earth in its spiritual 
glory, it was every believer’s duty, from that time onward, to 
use all gospel means to bring the world of man to Christ. 
ISTot only by preaching, prayer and praise, but ministers and 
people were to invite, exhort, entreat and urge mankind to 
repentance, that they might be saved, and thereby not only be 
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happy themselves., but inherit the promise, that “Thev that 
turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stars forever and 
ever. 


, 2 -^ an ^? shut up the words, and seal the hook, even 

u V 31 ? 6 ° f the ™ 3; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall he increased. J? Dan. 12 and 4. ° 


But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end.” The prophecy concerning: the 
second coming of Christ, or the first resurrection, was to be 
closed or sealed up, until the time of the end. The time of 
the end is not the end itself, it is the time embracing the end. 

. , e e: " ^ ere spoken of was the end of the Jewish economy, 
the end of the types and shadows that prefigured the great 
kmgdom of the Savior, which was to take their place 
and finally embrace the world. The time of the end was the 
interval between the first and second coming of Christ or be- 
tween the gening of his Ministry and the destruction of Je- 
rusalenu His first coming was in the flesh, to establish 
redemption; his second coming was in the spirit, to establish 
ins kingdom, which was done at the end of the Jewish Church 
and State. 



run uO and xro throughout the nations, preaching the word 
establishing Churehes, and spreading the gospel, so that 
knowledge was increased, and the world prepared for the re- 
ception of the kingdom of Christ, when he appeared the sec- 
ond time without sin unto salvation,” ended the temporal and 
outward dispensation of the law, and established the spiritual 
or mward dispensation of the gospel. 

Then I, Daniel, looked and behold, there stood other two, the 

81 l!t. of b , a »k of the river, and the other on that side 
of the hank of the river.” Dan. 12 and 5. 


“The other two” that Daniel beheld were the two Churches 
or dispensations. The Jewish Church or dispensation, with 
its splendid rights, and outward worship, belonged to earth, or 
this side of the bank of the river. The gospel dispensation or 
spiritual Church of Christ, with its holy and inward devotion 
belonged to heaven, or that side of the bank of the river The 
river was the period of time (or time of the end,) between the 
two dispensations, or the space occupied by Christ and his die- 
ciples, between the ending of the temporal kingdom of the 
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Jews, and the establishing of the spiritual kingdom of the 
gospel of Christ. 

“ And one said to the man clothed in linen, ■which was upon the 
waters of the river. How long shall it he to the end of these won- 
ders ? ” Dan. 12 and 6. 

u The man clothed in linen ” was our blessed Savior, whose 
. white vesture represented his pure humanity, while in the 
flesh. The wonders were the great events that were to trans- 
pire at the ending of the temporal kingdom of the Jews, and 
the beginning of the spiritual kingdom of the gospel of Christ. 

“ And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the 
waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand 
unto heaven, and swear by him that liveth forever, that it shall he 
for a time, times, and a half; and when he shall have accomplished 
to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be fin- 
ished.” Dan. 12 and 7. 

The man clothed in linen was Michael, the great Prince, 
our blessed Savior, who standeth up for the salvation of his 
people. “ The waters of the river ” represent the turbulence 
and disorder of the nations of the earth that were to . be calmed, 
and finally brought into the gospel kingdom of Christ. <( TTis 
right hand and his left hand” represent his Godhood and 
manhood united. The right hand of his Divinity grasps the 
throne of Jehovah, while the left hand of his humanity clasps 
our fallen race, and by the mighty exertion of his Divinity 
and humanity united, he draws God and man together; and 
by his mediation, reconciles man to God. The holding up of 
“ his right hand and his left hand unto heaven/’ represents his 
outspread and uplifted hands on the cross of Calvery for the 
redemption of man. “ And sweareth by him that liveth for- 
ever, that it shall be for a time, times, and a half.” This rep- 
resents him as not only giving the exact period of the Jewish 
Church, but he confirms it with an oath; that it shall be for a 
time, times, and a half, which is the whole length of the Jewish 
Chnrch. In Jewish count a time is one year, times are two 
years, and a half is a half a year, which make three years and 
a half, and as a day stands for a year in prophecy, it can soon 
be told how long the Jewish Church was to exist and when it 
was to end. “ And thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house 
of Judah forty days : I have appointed thee each day for a 
year.” Eze. 4 and 6. Showing that a day is for a year in 
prophecy, which would make twelve hundred and sixty years, 
counting a day for a year in the three years and a hnl/ or 
“ time, times, and a half/’ which agrees with the chronology 
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given in the genealogy of Christ, as- follows:* “So all the gen- 
erations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and 
from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen 
generations ; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto 
Christ are. fourteen generations.” Matt. 1 and 17 ; , which 
make in all forty-two generations, leaving out, as the sacred 
penman has done, the three kings, Ahaziah, Joash and Amaziah, 
on account of their connection, through Athaliah, with the ac- 
cursed hoiise of Ahab ; and counting according to the current 
reckoning, thirty years to a generation, then the forty-two 
generations would make the twelve hundred and sixty years 
that the Jewish Church existed, from Abraham to Christ, 
leaving out the genealogy of the kings connected with the lost 
house of Ahab, and agrees with the forty-two months that the 
temporal or Jewish Church, trodden by the Gentiles, was to 
exist, (Rev. ll and 2,) which, according to Jewish computation, 
thirty days to a month, would make twelve hundred and sixty 
days, and a day for a year, would make twelve hundred and 
sixty years, the exact time the two witnesses, the Law and the 
Prophets, were to prophecy. “ A thousand two hundred and 
three score days ” (Rev. 11 and 3) or a day for a year, twelve 
hundred and sixty years. And the two witnesses, the Law 
and the Prophets, were to continue until John, (Luke, 18 and 
16,) which harmonizes with the time the Church was to be fed 
in wilderness or Jewish state, “A thousand two hundred and 
three score days ” (Rev. 12 and 6) or twelve hundred and sixty 
years ; and gives us the exact time the Church was to exist, or 
be nourished in her wilderness state, under the law of types 
and shadows in the precise words of the man clothed in linen, 
which was : “ For a time, times, and a half a time” (Rev. 12 
and 14) or twelve hundred and sixty years, and at the end of 
these years, the Jewish nationality was to be destroyed, and 
the Church changed from that of outward forms and ceremo- 
nies, to that of inward and spiritual worship. “ And when he 
shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, 
all these things shall be finished.” The Jews were called the 
holy people, but for their sin and wickedness, God scattered their 
power before their enemies, that* their state and nation might 
be everthrown and abolished, and the gospel of salvation estab- 
lished in its stead, and all things completed in Christ. 

“ And I beard, but I understood not s then said I, 0 mv Lord, 
what shall be the end of these things ?” ' Dan. 12 and 8. 

Daniel, listening to the recital of these mighty events, could 
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not understand them and at once inquired what should be 
their end. 

“ And he said, Go thy way, Daniel ; for the words are closed up 
and sealed till the time of the end.” Dan. 12 and 9. 

The words of the vision were to be closed up till the time 
of the end, which was the time of the Savior and his disciples’ 
ministry, or the space of time between the first coming of 
Christ, when he came in the flesh at Bethlehem, and his second 
coming, when he came in the spirit at the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. This was the time of the end. The end itself was 
when Jerusalem was destroyed, the temple worship abolished, 
the spiritual kingdom established on earth, and mankind res- 
urrected into the gospel kingdom of Christ; which is the first 
resurrection. 

“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried, hut the wicked 
shall do wickedly ; and none of the wicked shall understand, ^but the 
wise shall understand.” Dan. 12 and 10. 

As the words were only sealed up until the time of the end, 
and not unto the end itself, and as Christ and his disciples 
began to preach the gospel of salvation at the time of the end, 
to the sons and daughters of men, the wise began to under- 
stand, and flee from Jerusalem, to avoid the awful doom that 
was in reservation for that wicked and devoted city-; signs 
and wonders were everywhere presaging her destruction. 
Many were tried and made white, Christ was crucified, Apos- 
tles killed, and Christians martyred, and the wicked done 
more wickedly,’ but the wise understood what was about to 
take place on the earth. 

“ And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, 
and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a 
thousand two hundred and ninety days.” Dan. 12 and 11. 

The daily sacrifice was the morning and evening offering of 
two lambs, perpetually, upon the altar of the Temple, by the 
priest to God. u The abomination that maketh desolate” were 
the Roman eagles, set up by Titus in the holy place oi the 
Temple, as objects of worship, which caused the daily sacrifice 
to. cease, and the worship of God to end in the Temple. 
“There shall he a thousand two hundred and ninety days,” or, 
a day for a year, a thousand 'two hundred and ninety years, 
which embraces the whole period of the Jewish Church, from 
its foundation down to the time that Christ began to preach 
his gospel of the kingdom. The twelve hundred and sixty- 
years extended only to the birth of Christ, and as he was thirty 
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years old when lie began to preach, which, jvould add thirty 
years more to the twelve hundred and sixty, making the ex- 
istence of the Jewish Church, up to the Ministry of Christ, 
twelve hundred and ninety years, when the wise should begin 
to understand the power and glory of his redemption. And 
to make the declaration more plain, it is carried backward as 
well as forward, from Christ to Abraham, as well as from 
Abraham to Christ. 

“ Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 
hundred and five and thirty days.”' Dan. 12 and 12. 

The one thousand two hundred and ninety days, or the 
twelve hundred and ninety years of the Jewish Church, brings 
us down to the time that our Messed Savior began his Minis- 
try, which he preached three years, or until he was crucified 
for the redemption of the world. And as the final destruction 
of Jerusalem took place forty-one years and a half after the 
death of Christ, or thereabout, which not only pro ves the au- 
thenticity of the Scriptures, in the fulfillment of prophecy, but 
shows to a demonstration, that the ending of the Jewish dy- 
nasiy, the establishing of the gospel kingdom, and the resur- 
recting of mankind from the graves of trespass and sin are the 
greatest .events that ever transpired on earth, save that of 
redemption. This is the reason why they have been so often 
told off by the Prophets, talked of so much by- Ghrist, and 
written so much about by the Apostles. “Blessed is he that 
waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five 
and thirty days,” (or years.) ' The Apostles were all waiting 
for the day when Christ should come the second time, and set 
up his gospel or spiritual kingdom on earth. And the Savior, 
just before he ascended to glory, said to Peter, concerning John, 
the beloved disciple: “If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee, follow thou me.” John, 21 and 22. . It 
was truly a day of blessing to the children of men. It not 
only gave them a spiritual kingdom of salvation, but it res- 
urrected them all from under the curse of. the law, and brought 
them into the light of the gospel of Christ. The thousand 
three hundred and five and thirty days, or, a day for a year, 
making thirteen hundred and thirty-five years, brings us down 
to seventy-five years after the birth of Christ, the year that 
Jerusalem was destroyed, and the gospel of the kingdom es- 
tablished on earth. The twelve hundred and sixty years of 
the Jewish Church brings us to the birth of Christ. The 
twelve hundred and ninety years brings us • to the Ministry of 
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Christ, for he was thirty years old when he began to preach, 
and the thirty years of his life,- added to the twelve hundred 
and sixty at his birth, will make the twelve hundred and 
ninety years of prophecy. The thirteen hundred and thirty- 
five years brings us to the gospel kingdom, or the first resur- 
rection. Christ preached' three years and was condemned to 
death for our transgressions, after which he arose, appeared on 
earth, and ascended to glory-; and forty-two years thereafter, 
he appeared at the destruction of Jerusalem, ended the Jewish 
economy, and established his spiritual kingdom on earth. 
Add, then, the three years of his Ministry to the forty-two 
years, from his resurrection until -the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and we have forty-five years, which, added to the twelve hun- 
dred and ninety years, make the th ir teen hundred and thirty- 
five years of Daniel’s prophecy, and proves conclusively the 
doctrines of the first resurrection. 

“But go thou thy way till the end be ; for thou shalt rest, and 
stand in thy lot at the end of the days.” Pan. 12 and 13. 

Daniel’s way was the way of godliness, which ended in 
eternal life. “ For thou shalt rest; ” his rest shall be glorious. 
“ And stand in his lot at the end of the days.” His lot is 
with the hundred and forty-four thousand of the sealed of 
Israel, and shall be a monument of glory and rapture through 
all the ages of a -happy eternity. 

“ And I saw an angel come down from heaven, haying the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.” Rev. 20 and 1. 

The angel was the angel of the Lord. The key is the power . 
of the gospel of Christ. The great chain is the law of God. 
The bottomless .pit is the pit of error that can have no bottom. 
Out of its fathomless abyss comes all sin and wrong, that has 
everywhere ruined the world. 

“ And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is thp 
devil and Satan, and hound him a thousand years.” Rev. 20. and 2. 

“The old serpent” is the devil, the author of all evil, 
“And bound him a thousand years.” The thousand years is 
the period of the Jewish temple worship, from its dedication 
by Solomon, to the birth of Christ; and Satan was bound that 
the glory of the Lord might rest in his temple a thousand 
years, or until Christ should come to set up his kingdom on 
earth. 

“ And cast him into the bottomless pit and shut him up, and set a 
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the 
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thousand years should he fulfilled; and after thaj he must.be loosed a 
little season.” Key. 20 and 3. 

'“And cast him into the bottomless pit.” This shows the 
superior power of Christ oyer that of Satan. “And shut him 
up” in his own home of error and ruin. “And set a seal 
upon him,” that none might open it. That he should deceive 
the nations no more, until the thousand years should be fulfilled. 
The nations were the Jewish tribes, for it is said of Abraham 
“ Thou shalt be a father of many nations, and I will make 
nations of thee.” Gen. 17, 4 and 5. The thousand years were 
the period of the temple worship. “ And after that he must 
be loosed a little season.” He was to be loosed to tempt 
Christ as we are tempted. 

“And I saw thrones, and they that sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them ; and I saw the souls of them that were behead- 
ed for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of Grod, and which had 
not worshipped the beasts, neither his image, neither hadreeeived his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands ; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.” Rev. 20 and 4. 

“And X saw thrones.” These were the thrones of Judah 
and Israel. “And they that sat upon them” were the chosen 
of God. “And judgment was given unto them.” They were 
to execute judgment and righteousness among the people. 

“ And I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the wit- 
ness of Jesus, and for the word of God.” These were they 
who had been killed for their faith in the Redeemer, under the 
promise of his reign, from the blood of Abel to that of Zacharias. 

“ And which had not worshipped the beast.” The beast is 
the horrible principle of idolatry. “Neither his image.” His 
image is the likeness of the beast, in whatever form it may be 
adored, as all idolatry is but the representative features of the 
beastly appetites and passions of men. “ His mark ” was the 
peculiar emblem of the god or idol to be worshipped. “ And 
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” The 
souls or spiritual bodies of all the righteous who were slain for 
their faith in the promised Messiah, reigned with Christ in his 
spiritual kingdom, before it descended to earth, during the 
thousand years of the temple worship at Jerusalem, or from f 
the dedication of the temple by Solomon, until the first coming 
of Christ, which was a glorious reward for their persecution 
and suffering on earth. And they also descended with him 
when he came the second time to set up his spiritual kingdom 
on earth. “ Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his 
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saints.” Jude. 14. These are they who reigned with Christ 
a thousand years. 

“ But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished. This is the first resurrection/’ Bev. 20 and 5. 

“The rest of the dead,” or the other dead, were all the 
dead in trespass and sins. “ They lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished.” When the thousand years 
were folly expired, the types and shadows all fulfilled, the 
world of naan redeemed, the Temple deserted by the Shikinah, 
and the thousand three hundred and five and thirty years of 
Daniel filled up: then Christ appeared “the second time with- 
out sin unto salvation,” (Heb. 9 and 28,) ended or took away' 
the Old Covenant, established the ISTew, destroyed the old 
temporal kingdom of the Jews, and established the spiritual 
kingdom of the gospel, and raised mankind out of the graves 
of trespasses and sins, into the tree and glorious gospel king- 
* dom of Christ. “ This is the first resurrection.” At the 
second coming of Christ, Jerusalem was destroyed, the gospel 
kingdom established, and mankind, who were dead in trespass 
and sin, resurrected into the gospel dominion, or the spiritual 
kingdom^ of pur blessed Lord and Savior ; which is the first 
resurrection. 

“Blessed and holy is tie that hath partin the first resurrection* 
on such the- second ueath hath no power, hut they shall he priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” 
Bev. 20 and 6. 

Those righteous saints that Christ brought with him had 
also, a part in the first resurrection, because they had the spiri- 
tual kingdom within them, as well as the righteous who are 
resurrected from under the curse of the law on earth, and on 
whom the second or spiritual death can have no power. But 
the wicked, although they are resurrected into the gospel 
kingdom, have not received the kingdom of grace, and are 
therefore aliens and not citizens, and have no part in the first 
resurrection, while the righteous are blessed and holy, because 
they are not only in the kingdom, but the kingdom is also in 
them. “ On such the second death hath no power.” That is 
spiritual death, which is the second death, can never effect 
them. “But they shall be priests of God and of Christ.” 
Those beheaded and sainted ones, shall be priests or chiefs over 
the unnumbered millions of God in glory, as well as over the 
spiritual kingdom of Christ on earth. “ And shall reign with 
him a thousand years.” This is the same thousand years that 
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these martyred saints reigned with Christy during' the temple 
worship, from Solomon to Christ, .which ‘was a thousand y6ars. 

‘1 "when thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed 
out of his prison.” Rev. 20 and 7. 

When the thousand years of the Shekinah's visit to the 
temple was up, the Savior came, and Satan was loosened out 
of his prison that he might not only tempt Christ as he tempt- 
ed man, but that he might deceive and afflict the Jews, whose 
iniquities had ripened them for destruction. 

“ shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 

quarters, of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to 

battle; the number of whom is as the sand of the sea;” Rev. 20 

stud o. 

“ Aad shall go out to deceive the nations.” That is Satan 
should deceive the nations oi the Jews that were in the four 
quartern of the .earth, and bring them up to Jerusalem for their 
destruction. “Gog and Magog” or the Jews and Eomans. 
lo gather them together to battle ; the number of whom is as « 
the sand of the sea. The Eomans gathered together for battle 
on the oiiLsi.de of the walls/ and the Jews gathered together on 
the inside for battle., so that tne number of the warriors were 
as the sand of the sea. 

“ And th ey went up on the breadth of the earth, and encompassed 
the camp oi tne saints, and the beloved city; and fire came down 
irom LtOCI out of heaven and devoured them.” Rev. 20 and 9. 

"And they went up on the breadth of the earth " This is 
the earthly kingdom of ihe Jews, or the whole Jewish empire, 
upon which the Eomans went up to destroy Jerusalem. “ And 
encompassed the camp of the saints about.” Or, the home of 
disciples and apostles oi Christ. “And the beloved city,” or 
the Church of Christ. “ And fire came down from God out of 
heaven and devoured them.” This was the burning and de- 
struction of Jerusalem by the fire of God's law, that devoured 
the city and temple, and ended the nation and economy of the 
Jews, as executed by the Eoman armies, that the gospel king- 
dom or spiritual Church might be established as soon as the 
temporal Church, with its types and shadows, was ended. 

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the beast and false prophet are, and shah be 
tormented day and night forever and ever.” Rev. 20 and 10. 

‘‘ -^e devil that deceived them” is the old serpent that de- 
ceived our first parents, but is now deceived and overthrown 
himself, forever, by J esus Christ our Lord. And “ was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone,” or into hell or the bottom- 
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less pit, which is compared to a lake of fire and brimstone, 
and represents the punishment and conscious agony of the 
lost. “Where the beast and the false prophet are.” The 
beast represents all the phases of idolatry, or those of the lost 
who have followed the beastly appetites and passions of the 
flesh. The false prophet represents the spirit of all false doc- 
trines, hypocricies and deceptions of mankind. “ And ah all 
be tormented day and night forever and ever.” They shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction. 

“ And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away ; and there was found 
no place for them.” Rev. 20 and 11. 

“ And I saw a great white throne.” This was the great 
throne of the gospel kingdom descending from heaven, to be 
set up on earth. “And him that sat on it ” was the Lord 
Jesus Christ coming in his spiritual kingdom, according to his 
promise, at the destruction of Jerusalem, to establish his spiri- 
tual reign on earth. “ From whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away.” The earth was the Jewish power and 
nationality. The heaven was the Jewish Church, or law of 
rites and ceremonies. “ And there was found no place for 
them.” That is the Jewish government and religion were 
taken out of the way forever, being all fulfilled in Christ, and 
the kingdom of the gospel established in its stead on earth. 

“ And I saw the dead small and great, stand before God ; and the 
books were opened ; and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life 5 and the dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works.” Rev. 20 aud 12. 

“ And I saw the dead small and great stand before God.” 
These are the dead in trespasses and sins; they stood before 
God, being all resurrected into the gospel kingdom, which 
embraced the whole world, and is the first resurrsction. 
“And the books were opened.” The book of the gospel of 
Christ, and the book of the consciences of men were now 
opened to all the children of our race. “ And another book 
was opened, which is the book of life.” This is the book of 
the spirit, for spirit never dies, and consequently it is the book 
of life, and is the great book of God, for God is a Spirit, and 
since the setting up of the spiritual kingdom or the first resur- 
rection, man must worship God in spirit and in truth, so that 
the book of life is the book of the spiritual gospel of salvation 
in Christ Jesus. “And the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books.” These are the res- 
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urrected dead, who were resurrected out of the graves of tres- 
passes and sins, and stood before Go.!, who judgeth every man 
according to his work by the books of the gospel, the conscience, 
and the spirit. Since the hist resurrection all men are stand- 
ing before God, .and are being judged, as they pass along, for 
the deeds done in the body; for every deed is judged, whether 
good or evil, as it is committed; and Christ has declared that 
“ Now is the judgment of this world, now shall the prince of 
this world be cast out.” John 12 and 31. The gospel day 
is therefore the judgment day, and all men are judged in this 
life, for every word and action, and after death they receive 
the final judgment or decision that consigns them to heaven 
or hell, according to the deeds done in the body, Tor "It is 
appointed unto men once to die,, but after this the judgment.” 

“And the sea gave up ■the' dead which were in it ; and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which were in them; and they were 
judged every man according to his works.” Rev. 20 and 13. 

“The sea gave up the dead which were in it.” The sea 
was the Jewish Church and polity. The dead were the dead 
in trespasses and sins. They were dead in the Jewish Church, 
as well as in the Gentile world, and were resurrected from 
under the curse of original sin, as well as the balance of man- 
kind, so that the sea, or the Jewish Church, gave up the dead 
which were in it. “And death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them.” By Adam’s transgression, mankind 
were all thrown into a state of death, or into the graves of sin, 
for the word “hell” in this passage is from the Hebrew word 
“shed,” and means the grave. “For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” So that as by 
Adam’s disobedience all mankind died and were -cast into hell, 
or the grave of original sin’ but by the obedience of Christ, 
all mankind were made alive, and resurrected out' of the graves 
of trespass and sin, or from under the curse of original trans- 
gression, into the gospel kingdom of Christ, which is the first 
resurrection. So that death and hell, (or “sheol,” the grave 
— the grave of trespasses and sins,) delivered up the dead 
which were in them. “And they were judged every man ac- 
cording to his works.” As all mankind are resurrected into 
the gospel kingdom of Christ, or into that light that “lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world,” (John, 1 and 9,V they, 
of course, are all in the presence of God, the righteous Judge, 
and are judged as they pass along, according to their works. 
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“For Jesus said, For judgment am I come into this world.” 
John, 9 and 39. 

“ And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death.” Rev. 20 and 14. 

Death and hell, or the moral death, and the graves of origi- 
nal sin, were removed from off our race and entirely abolished 
or cast into the place of everlasting destruction, the realms of 
the second death. 

“ And whosoever was not found written in the book of life, was 
cast into the lake of fire.” Rev. 20 and 15. 

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life,” 
which is the book of the spirit in the kingdom of Christ, or 
I the Lamb’s book of life. That is, whosoever was not found 
written there at death, was, or is cast into the lake of fire 
: which is the second death. The great penitentiary of the uni- 

verse is compared to a lake of burning fire, which terrible 
figure shows the dreadful state of the wicked in the regions of 
everlasting death. 

, “Ami this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which 
1 he hath given me I should lose nothing, hut should raise it up again 

tiie last day. An d this is the 'will oP him that sent me. that every 
: 1 °.^ e ^afc seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting 

life ; and I will raise him up'at the last day.” John, 6, 39, and 40. 

“ And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of 
all which he hath given me I should lose nothing.” As Jesus 
Christ was God manifest in the flesh, or the Godhood and 
manhood united for the redemption, resurrection and salvation 
r of our race ; so the Father gave the world of man to the Son, 
that he might resurrect them all into his gospel kingdom, 
where all that will, may be saved in everlasting life. “ But 
should raise it up again at the last day.” As all the human 
i race was cast down by Adam into tbe grave of sin and death, 
so was it raised up or made alive in the first resurrection by 
i Christ, at the last day which is the gospel day, for the gospel 
day is the last day of man’s probation, hence, the whole human 
family was made alive or resurrected by Christ, the second 
Adam, from under the curse of original transgression, at the last 
day. " And this is the will of him that sent me, that every 
one. that.seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have ever- 
lasting life.” All mankind were resurrected into the gospel 
kingdom by Christ, from under the curse, that they might see 
and believe, and be saved in everlasting life. "And I will 
raise him up at the last day.” The last day was the gospel 
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day which was not yet established, nor could it be until the 
Jewish economy, with all its types and shadows, was taken out 
of the way, when Christ would come and set up his spiritual 
or gospel kingdom in its stead, on earth j which is the first res- 
urrection, and is the last day or the gospel day, it being the 
last day, or dispensation of man's probation on earth, and next 
to the restoration of the world/when God's will shall be done 
in earth as it is done in heaven. 

^Thus have we noticed a number of the Scriptures on the 
First Resurrection, which began under the Second Adam, our 
blessed Lord and Savior, on the founding of his spiritual- or 
gospel kingdom, at the destruction of Jerusalem, when the 
whole Jewish system, with all its outward forms and ordinan- 
ces, its rites and ceremonies, together with its types and 
shadows, were all fulfilled and ended in Christ, and his gospel 
kingdom established in its stead* ^For Christ is the end of 
the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.-' Rom* 
10 and 14* Tinder the old law all men were dead in trespasses 
and sins, by the disobedience of the first Adam, but under the 
new law, all men are made alive and resurrected into the lib- 
erty of the gospel kingdom by the obedience of Christ; the 
Second Adam, where every son and daughter of our race, 
whether J ew or Gentile, can come to Christ and be saved in 
everlasting joy in the paradise of God. And as the gospel or 
spiritual kingdom' of Christ, could not be established on earth, 
until the Jewish kingdom and worship were abolished, it was 
therefore not set up until J erusalem was destroyed and the old 
covenant taken out of the way, when Christ, our blessed 
Savior descended in his spiritual glory, and set up his gospel 
kingdom over all the earth, into which all men are resurrected 
from under the curse of the law, which is the first resurrection, 
and is^ still going on. Knowing then that we are all resur- 
rected into the liberty of the gospel of the Redeemer, Oh let us 
turn and embrace the spirit and glory of his eternal salvation, 
and be happy forever. 
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The Final Resurrection is the Resurrection of the Spiritual 
body from the natural body at death, or when all the functions 
of the natural body cease to live. The Spiritual body, or the 
inner man, is the real man, while the physical body is only 
the house or tabernacle in which the man lives, or sojourns 
while on earth. The righteous, at death, are resurrected into 
Paradise, the first mansion of happiness and eternal life in the 
spirit world. The wicked, at death, are resurrected into hades, 
or hell, the first state of misery and eternal death in the spirit 
world. But the natural body goes back to the earth as it was. 

Man’s body was made -of the dust of the ground, and had 
he not sinned, he would have thrown it off, like Enoch and 
Elijah, until nothing but the pure spirit would have remained, 
when he would, like them, have ascended to Heaven. But 
man sinned, and his body, instead of being throw off gradu- 
ally by exhalation, had to be all cast off at once, and laid in 
the grave, a dead and putrid mass. This is called the death 
of the natural body, which returns to the earth as it was, with- 
out any promise of a resurrection. But the true being is the 
inner man, that dwells within this body of earth and dust, and 
is called the spiritual body, the one that never dies but returns 
to God who gave it. 
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“Then shall the dust return to the earth as if was, and the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it.” Eee. 12 and 7. 

The decree of the Creator has gone forth, that the natural 
body in which we live must go back to the earth as it was 
before it was brought into being; for as it was made of dust, 
it must return to dust, and being matter, it can never become 
spirit, nor be anything else than matter, but must return to 
the earth as it was, never to be gathered up again. But the 
spirit, that is the spirit body, the real man, must go to God 
who gave it. As soon as the natural body is really dead, or 
ceases to live, the inner man or spiritual body is resurrected 
from the natural body, and goes back to God^ into the spirit 
World, to either weal or woe, according to its works in life and 
time ; which shows that the resurrection takes place at death, 
when the righteous are resurrected into Paradise and glory, 
and the wicked into hell and everlasting torment ; and that 
the resurrection is progressive and ever going on. * 

‘Tor we must needs die, and are as water spilt upon the ground, 
which cannot he gathered up again.” 2 Sam. 14 and 14. 

The natural body, as soon as it is deadj is like water spilt 
upon the ground ; it cannot be gathered up again, but goes 
back to its native dust, to rema'in there forever. JSor is there , 
a solitary promise in the word of God that it ever shall be ' 
gathered up again. But the spiritual body, which is the real 
man, is resurrected at death and goes to God, into the spirit 
world, to be either happy or miserable, according to its right- 
eous or unrighteous life 'in the natural body on earth. 

“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground ; for out of it wast thou taken ; for dust thou art 
and unto dust shalt thou return.” Gen. 3 and 19. 

This is the fiat of J ehovah concerning the natural body of 
man. He has decreed it back to the dust from which it was 
taken, without a single promise of its resurrection. But on 
its return to the dust, the inner man or spiritual body returns 
to God who gave it. 

“All go unto one place ; all are of the dust ; and all turn to dust 
again.” Ecc. 3 and 20. 

The natural bodies of all mankind are dust, and all go back 
to dust again at death. This is the place where all flesh goes. 


* See Hagenbach’s History of Doctrines of Christianity, vol. 1., p. 
214. Tertullian De Resurr., Cam. C. 26, and C. 42. 
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For all are of the dust, and all must turn to dust or become 
dust again to come up no more. The body is but the house 
m which the man lives while on earth, and as soon as the nat- 
uial bod y fails on earthy the spiritual body or inner man moves 
ouuj or is resurrected and goes to God in the spirit world* 

s ; ,w^wtf loud is c , on ® umed arLd vanished away ; so he that goeth 
down to the grave shall coma up no more.” Job, 7 and 9. . 

The cloud, when it is consumed or is vanished away, is gone 
forever, and will never be restored again into the same cloud • 
so witn the natural-body, when it goes down to the grave it is 
gone forever, and will never come up or be restored into the 
same pody again. For he that goeth down to the grave shall 
. come up no more. But the spiritual body, which is the tenant 
ot the natural body, wlme on earth, as soon as its fleshly house 
or tabernacle becomes untenable from injury, disease or ao-e 
and dies-, it moves out, or is raised into the spirit world where 
it enters upon the destiny for which it has prepared itself while 
living in its house of flesh and blood on earth, to be either 
iiappy or miserable forever. * 

i tien 1 shaU *** 

Job knew that the Creator had decreed the natural body . 
ground ^ was ; and that in a few years his body 
s , ou if g° the way of all flesh that had gone before him, and 
snomd not return, out that his spirit, which is the proper man 
was that which was to go the way from whence it would not 
return, that is, out of the natural body into glory, where he 
should live through all the ages of eternity; for ‘the natural 
body is only the tabernacle that covers him in time, f 

sa ch one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh 
5and 6 pint may be sa7ed in the da J of ths Lord Jesus.” 1 Cor. 

-^ n ® Apostle Paul commands the Church at Corinth, to de- 
liver turn unrighteous member, (who was living in a state of 
fornication with his father’s wife.') nntn tLf ,JT 



ihaL he may be punished by imprisonment, torture or death 


* Sep Origen. Basil the Great, Gregory of Nvssa and fi-r'&trm-rr 

iQ ^ 0rat IL 17 P’ 20, shows that in!®? delfrerfncJ 
from .he body was the most essential principle of future happiness. 

+ . T + , Tiie natural body was compared by many of the early Fathers 

th‘fe]T HaodSl,Vf r p flrS Ar re,, ‘ 5Were clMhe,J 
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as the case may be, for the destruction of *his natural body, 
which was the cause of his terrible sin, that his spiritual body 
might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus, or in this gospel 
day, when all men see the heinousness of such iniquity. Let 
bi-m have time to repent, that when his flesh or natural body 
is destroyed, he may be saved -in spirit. So that while the 
flesh or natural body was destroyed, and returned to the earth 
as it was, without any promise of resurrection, the spiritual 
body might return to God who gave it. • 

“How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foun- 
dation is in the dust, which are crushed before the moth? They are 
destroyed from morning to evening ; they perish forever without any 
regarding it.” Job, 4, 19 and 20. 

The houses of clay are the natural bodies of tbe children of 
men, the materiartenements in which they live while they so- 
journ on earth, and being founded in the dust, must return to 
the dust ; for that which is material can never become spiritual, 
but must perish forever without any regarding it any more; 
so that houses of clay cannot be resurrected into tbe spirit 
world ; it is only the spiritual beings that live within them 
that are raised. * 

“How this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruptidn.” 1 C. 
15 and 50. 

As flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, it is 
evident ihatthe natural body cannot be resurrected into heaven, 
and must therefore, go where God has decreed it, back to the 
earth as it was. Body and soul are separate and distinct prin- 
ciples. Matter can never be changed into mind, nor flesh into 
spirit. It is, therefore, impossible for flesh and blood to in- 
herit the kingdom of God, because flesh and blood can never 
become spirit. Had man not fallen from his primitive glory, 
his body never would have died, but like those holy men, 
Enoch and Elijah, by walking with God, he would have grad- 
ually thrown off the natural body by exhalation, without a 
single pain or inconvenience, until the spiritual body only, 
would have remained, when it would have been translated to 
heaven without a particle of the fleshly body accompanying it, 
into the kingdom of God. But man sinned and brought di- 

* Luther Lee, in Ms Elements of Theolpgy, p. 294, says, “The 
doctrine of the Resurrection is not a doctrine of reason,” which, 
when taken from his stand point, is doubtless true, but when viewed 
in the light of Revelation, it is both reasonable and glorious. 


v 


59 


sease and death’ on all his race, and the natural body, that 
would have been gradually thrown off without disease dr pain, 
must clog the spiritual body or inner man with sin, disease 
and anguish, while he dwells on earth ; and finally, after years 
of pain and suffering, at last in the struggles of death, the nat- 
ural body is cast off forever. And as the natural body was 
given to man to replenish and subdue the earth, and to popu- 
late the spirit world with holy and happy inhabitants, it could 
not be expected to enter heaven, where no such offices are 
known ; but that when it had done the work for which it was 
created, it should return to the earth as it was, but the spiritu- 
al body, or the inner man, should return to God in the spirit 
world. * 

“If he set his heart upon man, if he gather unto himself his spirit 
and his breath ; AH flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn 
again unto dust.” Job, 34, and 14, 15. 

The breath and spirits, or spiritual bodies, of all men are 
gathered back to God ; but all flesh shall perish together, and 
the natural bodies of men shall turn to dust again. For as 
our bodies are made of dust, live on. the dust, and have their 
habitations in the dust, they must of course return to dust 
again ; but the soul or spiritual body must return to God. 

.“For we know that, if our earthly house of this tabernacle, were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” 2 Cor. 5 and 1. 

The earthly house of this tabernacle is the natural body, 
and the building of God, and house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, is the spiritual or resurrection body. 
The earthly house of this tabernacle is the tent in which the 
spiritual body, or the true man, stays while on earth, and as soon 
as it is dissolved and falls, the spiritual or resurrection body, 
which is the real being, is raised or resurrected from it into 
the spirit world, while the natural body is dissolved and in 
compliance with the decree of the Creator, goes back to the 
ground from whence it was taken, to come up no more forever. 


* Many of the primitive Fathers in the Church, even down to the 
third century, rested their belief in immortality principally on this, 
“That man, considered as a spiritual being, is of divine origin, and 
consequently has an immortal nature. The body which perishes is 
transient, but the soul is the breath of the Almighty,, and the deliv- 
erance from the fetters of the body is the most essential point in 
future happiness.” Hagenbach’s History of Doctrines, vol. 1, p. 
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For the Apostle knew that the moment the "earthly house of 
his tabernacle was dissolved, he would be resurrected into glory, 
because he had a house not made with hands, which was his 
spiritual or resurrection body, and that it would be eternal in 
the heavens. * And as soon as he had become freed from sin- 
ful flesh and blood, (made of ground that God had cursed.) 
and obtained full possession of his house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, he had no longer any need of the ol cl 
earthly house that had so long warred against him in the world, 
until he finally cried out to be delivered from it, as it was but 
a body of death. And as flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor he changed into spirit, the natural body 
can, therefore, never be resurrected. 

“That which is bom of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is born * 
of the spirit is spirit.” John, 3 and 6. 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh and can never be 
changed into spirit, and that which is born of the spirit is 
spirit and can never be changed into flesh, so that the natural 
body must return to the ground as it was before it was formed 
into the earthly house of the spiritual body ; but the spiritual 
body shall be resurrected from it, and return to God at the 
death of the physical body. 

“For which, cause we faint not ; but though our outward man per- 
ish, yet the iuward man is renewed day hy day.” 2 Cor. 4 and 16. 

The outward man is the natural body which is sown in the 
grave, to perish and return to dust as it was ; but the inward 
man is the spiritual body, and the one that comes up in the 
resurrection. 

It never was intended by the Creator that the natural body 
should go into the spirit world ; it was given to man to re- 
plenish and subdue the earth, or to people the kingdom of 
God, and subdue the earth as the nursery of heaven. For 
man was made to live forever, and it is evident that he could 
not have lived forever on earth, for the earth, long ere this, 
would have been far too small to have contained the sumless 


. * The New Testament with notes, published hy the American 
Tract Society, has this brief but truthful comment on the above pas- 
sage, “ Our earthly house of this tabernacle; our body considered as a 
tent in which the soul sojourns. Compare 2 Peter, 1 , 13 and 14. A 
building of God , a house not made with hands; namely, the resurrec- 
tion body. _ The Apostle here passes over the intermediate state 
without noticing it.” So might they say of all other Scriptures upon 
the resurrection. 
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population of our race, did not death take away one generation 
to make room for another • hence, the Creator never designed 
that man should live forever on earth, for he has declared that 
there was a kingdom prepared for the blessed “from the foun- 
dation of the world, Matt., 25th and 34 j so that man was 
destined, even had he not fallen, to have passed, like Enoch 
and Elijah, into the spirit world,* and as flesh and blood .can- 
not inherit the kingdom of God, nor be changed into spirit 
Enoch and Elijah, by walking with God, threw off the natu- 
ral body _by_ exhalation, until nothing but the pure spiritual 
body or inner man remained, when it was translated to heaven. 
These two holy men were the only human beings that ever 
filled the intention of the Creator. They were bom, and lived 
and never died, and will live forever, and this would have 
been the case with all the children of our race, had not our 
primitive father fallen. But since the tall, all men, (save 
these two righteous beings,} instead of gradually throwing off 
this natural body without sickness, pain or sorrow, must now 
carry it until it becomes untenable and dies, when the spiri- 
tual body rises to heaven, or sinks to hell, according as it is 
righteous or wicked. 



3 and 16. 


This is the true and living man, the one that never dies 
and the one that comes up in the resurrection at the death of 
frie natural body, and is called the spiritual or resurrection 
body, which is the inner man, and returns to God, while the 
outward man, or the house of flesh and blood, goes back to 
• earth as it was. 

f ® au ^ perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with hi * 

face to the ground, and bowed himself.” 1 Sam. 28 and 14. 


* “He,” man, “would have been duly translated from earth to 
heaven, had he never sinned, without passing through the disagree- 
able, loathsome and painful gate of death, through which he now 
passes into the future world. That this ' is possible and more than 
probable, appears from the fact that some of the most holy have 
fu,? ea k th; overlooking the gate of death, and at 

the beck of God, ht directly on the battlements of heaven. Enoch 
who walked with God, was translated, that he should not see death’ 
and was not found because God had translated him ; and Elijah rode’ 
to heaven m a chanot of fire, which rose far above the valley of 

l » r 0r l l 'H aSC , en ^ Prophet directly into the bosom of 
heaven. Luther Lee’s Elements of Theology, page 110 
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This was really and truly Samuel in the spiritual body, for 
his natural body was in the grave at Rama, while .he, the liv- 
ing Samuel, appeared to Saul at Endor and the spiritual body 
was so identical that Saul perceived it to be Samuel,. the mo- 
ment he beheld him ; so that the spiritual body is, in every 
shape, form and feature, like the natural body, and will be re- 
cognized through all the annals of eternity. 

This was the true and living Samuel, or the inner man who 
was resurrected from the natural body at its death, into the 
Paradise of God, the same as Moses, Lazarus and Christ, at 
the laying off of their bodies of dust and earth, but was per- 
mitted to appear to tbe natural' eyes of the wicked Saul, and 
pronounce to that proud king the awful destiny that awaited 
Mm. 

‘Tor I delight in the law of Cod after the inward man.” ' Bom. 
7 and 22. 

The inward man is the man that lives in this earthly house 
or tabernacle while he sojourns on earth, and is the one that 
never dies, but only moves out of the natural body when it 
dies. The inward man is the spiritual man, and the being 
that holds converse with God, for God is a spirit, and can only 
be worshipped in spirit by the spiritual man. It was the law 
after the inward man, or the spiritual law that the Apostle 
delighted in, because it was the law of eternal life ; but the 
law of the outward man is carnal, earthly and sinful, and must 
perish with the natural body when it goes back to the earth to 
remain there as it was. * 

“For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing.” Bom. 7 and 18. 

If there is not one good thing dwelling in the flesh, even of 
& good man, it certainly cannot be resurrected into glory, for 
that which is not good can never enter heaven. And if the 
fleshly body, filled with a converted and holy inner man like 


* “The resurrection of the human body, with all its component 
parts, was, from the time of- Jerome and Augustine, regarded as the 
orthodox doctrine of the Catholic Church.” - Hagenbach’s History 
of Doctrines, toI. 2, p. 122. 

Hence, from the time of Augustine, mankind are taught that “the 
human body with all its component parts,” that is, with all its appe- 
tites, passions and propensities, will be resurrected into the spirit 
world, which is contrary to both Scripture and reason, and is but the 
doctrine of men, and, as history shows, was not adopted until in the 
third century. 
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that of the righteous Paul, has not one good thing within its 
natural system here in time and earth, then where and when 
will it be prepared for heaven ? 

“For the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against the 
flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other; so ye cannot do 
the things that ye would.” Gal. 5 and 17. 

If the flesh or natural body of the good man, is opposed and 
always contrary to the righteous spirit of the good man here 
on earth, and the one always contrary to the other, while here 
m time, by what parity of reason can it be shown that the 
natural body will be contrary to the spirit in the heavenly 
world should it be resurrected, since conversion does not de- 
stroy the lusts and oppositions of the flesh to the spirit. 

“For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die ; hut if ye through the 
spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” Eom. 8 and 
13- > 

If it is. to the spiritual or inner man, (for that is the true 
man,) spiritual death to live after the flesh, or mortification to 
live with the flesh, then it is evident that the natural body will 
never be resurrected, for that would make the future life one 
of sorrow and misery. In consequence of sin, the natural 
body becomes filled with all manner of evil, opposing itself to 
God and his. law ; always striving against spiritual goodness, 
and ever aiming at the condemnation and ruin of the inner 
man, or spiritual body, and consequently can never be resur- 
rected. This is the reason why Christ has declared that we 
should take no thought for the body. 

“For be that soweth to Ms flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlast- 
ing.” Gal. 6 and 8. 

If we sow to the flesh, or place our expectation in the flesh, 
we shall only reap corruption and destruction ; but if we sow 
to the Spirit, we shall reap life everlasting and eternal joy. 
The flesh, or natural body, in itself is a mass of sinful appe- 
tites and passions, and must, therefore, return to the earth, as 
they cannot be admitted into heaven. This is the reason why 
the natural body was commanded to the earth as it was. 

“It is the spirit that quiekeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing. The 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and thev are life.” 
John, 6 and 63. 

If the flesh profiteth nothing, and this is our blessed Savior’s 
own words, it is plain that it will not be resurrected, for God 
does nothing but that which is profitable for the benefit and 
happiness of man. 
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“So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” Rom. 8 
and 8. 

. "We cannot please God felly until we get out of the flesh and 
become entire spirit. And God will never resurrect that which 
displeases him. 

“0 wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ?” Rom. 7 and 24. ^ 

The Apostle calls the flesh a body of death, and longs to be 
delivered from it, and be at home with Christ, and uses a 
dreadful figure to show his horror of it. It was once a law 
among the Gentoos, that when one man murdered another, the 
murdered man was tied breast to breast, and face to face, to 
the living murderer, who was compelled to carry the dead 
body of his victim until it fell from him in putrid fragments 
of corruption, or untill he died from the poison stench of the 
decaying carcass; and in using this frightful imagery, the 

• Apostle fully shows the depravity and loathsomeness of the 
natural body, and that it is fit for nothing but to return to the 
dust, and there to remain as it was, while the spiritual body, 
which is the real man,*will return to God. 

The natural body cannot be resurrected into heaven because 
of its carnal propensities/appetites and passions, not one of 
which will ever be admitted into glory. And to take away or 

• destroy any one or all of them, would be to destroy just so much 
of the natural body, which would make it not the same body 
but only a part of the same body; and if it is admitted that a 
part of the natural hody will be left in the grave to come up 
no more, how much more reasonable would it be to admit in 
accordance with God’s word, that the whole body should go 
back to the earth as it was, rather than that a fraction of it 
only should be resurrected. . Again, if the natural body is res- 
urrected the same body, with the same members, form and 
features, (and it must be or it would not be the same body,) 
then heaven would be a place of crippled, distorted and dis- 
membered bodies, for thousands go down to the grave who 
have been crippled, dismembered or had their bodies distorted 
from their youth. Nor will it do to say that hands, and arms, 
and feet will be given them, for this would make them other , 
beings than they were when laid in the grave, especially those 

* ‘'And. indeed, I seemed to behold an evident and solid proof in 
facts, that not he who appears in the external form is the real man 
hut in truth that which is the soul and mind.” Eusehius, Eccl. His- 
tory, p. 377. 
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who were bom without hands, or without feet, or without 
eyes, &c. It is, therefore, evident that the -natural body can 
never be resurrected ; for it is only the resurrection body that 
is sound and whole, and can never be crippled or dismembered. 
And it is no difference how much the natural body may be 
maimed or mutilated, the members of the spiritual body are 
always there until it leaves the earthly tabernacle forever. 
Although the feet and arms may be amputated from the natu- 
ral body, yet every one who has been thus dismembered, will 
testify that they feel the presence of their spiritual hands and 
feet as truly as though their natural hands and feet were still 
remaining. This shows that the spiritual body is the resur- 
rection body, and that no injury to the natural body can ever 
affect it.* Even death itself makes no impression upon it, for 
it is an immortal and eternal being that, on the death of* the- 
natural body, returns to God to be happy or miserable accord- 
ing to the merits of its life on earth. 

“The days of our years are three-score years- and ten ; and if by 
reason of strength they he fourscore years, vet ‘is their strength 
labor and sorrow ; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away ” Fsa 
90 and 10. 

As soon as the outer man or natural body is dead, the inner 
man or spiritual body, called the resurrection body, rises and 
flies away to' the spirit world, to be happy with God, or lost 
to all eternity ; or as soon as our life is cut off on earth, we fly 
away. J 

“It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is 
a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.” 1 Cor. 15 and 44. 

Every human being has two bodies, the natural body and 
the spiritual body, called the outward man and the inner man. 
The outward body is the house or tabernacle in which the in- 
ner man or spiritual body resides while it stays on earth, and 
as soon as it moves out, or goes back to God, the tabernacle of 
flesh and blood returns to the ground, and goes hack ay ai n to- 
dust as it was before it had its existence as a body.f The nat- 
ural body is the one that is sown in the grave, while the spir- 
itual body is the one that eomes up or is resurrected from the 
fleshly body at death. For It, the being, is sown a natural 


# ‘Tn these texts, it is taken for granted that the soul is not mat- 
ter out spirit ; that it is not the body, but something distinct from the 
body, living in it, yet capable of living without it” Luther Lee ? s 
Elements of Theology, p. 252. 
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body, but It, the being, is raised a- spiritual body ; these are 
the two bodies, the one natural and' the other spiritual, but 
one of which is resurrected, which is the spiritual body, “ for 
there is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.” Ob- 
serve, that it does not say that the natural body is to become 
spiritualized, but that the spirit body is now existing as well 
as is the natural body, and we are plainly told that wily the 
spiritual body is to be resurrected. 

“But some man. will say, How are the dead raised up ? and with 
what body do they come ? Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not 
quickened except "it die ; And that which thou sowest, thou sowest ' 
not that body that shall be, but bare grain ; it may chance of wheat, 
or of some other grain ; But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased 
him, and to every seed his own body.” 1 Cor. 15, S5, 36, 37 and 38. 

As the resurrection, next to Redemption, is one of the most 
important principles of our holy religion, and as the answer 
to the great question “How are the dead raised up ? and with 
what body do they come?” has been so clearly given, and so 
beautifully explained by the holy Apostle that it seems a matr 
ter of surprise that it is not better understood by every reader 
of the Scriptures. 

“ Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened except it 
die.” Every one knows that the grain we sow must die before 
the germ can be quickened into a new' plant, and he must be 
truly a fool who cannot see the analogy existing between the 
co min g forth of the germ body of the sown grain, and the • 
spirit body .of the sown man ; for as the living germ comes 
forth from the sown grain at death, so does the living spirit 
come forth from the sown body at death. 

“ And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body 
that shall be.” We do not expect to get the same grain we 
sow again, but we expect to get that which is just like it, for 
the grain we sow dissolves and perishes, and goes all back to 
dust, save the germ or life-principle. Hence, the grain we 

See t near bottom of p. 61. 

t “This is just what we hold: that in the composition of man, a 
rational soul 'is joined to matter, and that it is the soul that thinks, 
and not the matter. Whatever is essential to matter must be matter, * f 
and hence to say that something not essential to matter is added to 
it, so as to become a property of matter, is to say that something is 
matter which is not matter. This shows that thought, not being a 
property of matter, cannot become such, otherwise matter without 
thought would be less than matter, or matter with thought would be 
more than matter.” Luther Lee’s Elements of Theology, p. 259. 
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sow is. not the body that shall be when it comes forth, but 
gram just like it. So with this natural body ; when we sow 
it m the grave, we will not get it the same body again, but a 
spiritual body just like it. For It, the being, is sown— that is, 
it dies a natural. body, for hitherto it has been known only as a 
physical being, it has been placed here to accomplish a certain 
work .as a mortal,; this being dbne, it drops its mortal cloo-s 
and rises a pure spirit; not having been in itself changed, but 
snnply dropped its suit of flesh and blood, is known only as a 
spiritual being, it is sown a natural body, but it is raised a 
spiritual body. The grain we sow’ goes down to dust to come 
up no more, the old shell or body of the grain may be found 
long after the germ has come forth, so this earthly body sown 
in the grave may be found dissolving back to dust long after 
the spirit body has come forth. 

“But Godgiveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to 
every seen his own body.” God giveth to seed its own body 
that every grain may preserve its own identity, wheat pro- 
ducing wheat, and barley producing barley, so that the spiri- 
tual body that shall rise from the natural body at death, though 
not that body that was sown in the grave, shall be just likeft 
m the same identity, * and shall be known in the spirit world 
as the same being that dwelt in, and gave life to, the body of 
dust and earth “Bor there is a natural body and there is a 
spiritual body.” The spiritual body is the man, and the nat- 
ural body is the house m which the man lives until death 
when he ^resurrected from it into the spirit world, while the 
natural boay . goes back to the ground, to corruption and dust 
to remain as it was, before it became the tabernacle of the spir- 
itual. man. And had man not . sinned and fallen from his 
primitive holiness, his natural body would have, unpereeived 
passed away like, the natural bodies of Enoch, Elijah, and 
Jesus, without seeing corruption. 


* '• Personal identity lies in the mind, and not in the presence of the 
same gross particles of matter, which compose the body. ConscioS- 

ness and memory are the only certain proofs of identity and these 

fit KS 0nS f 1 th0 ^ nd a 5 d not of bod 7 ; and they prSve only 
the identity of the mind, and not the identity of matter! The mind 

in’ the m Zf 0DS °- the P"f enc . e ? f tbe same particles ofmSSr 
m the material organism. The mind and not the bodv is really the 
person, and alone is concious of personal indentity and accoJnta 
bihty.” Luther Lee’s Elements of Theology, p. 295. C 
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u For th.ou mlt not leavs niy soul in hell \ neither wilt thou sutler 
thine Holy One to see corraption.” Psa. 16 and 10. 

Christ -was a perfect man, possessed of soul, bodv and mind, 
and perfect God, possessed of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
“For in him dwelletli all the fullness of the Godhead bodily 
Col. 2 and 9. His soul was the human soul or spiritual body, 
that was not left in hell. The word “ hell,” here, is translated 
from the Greek word “hades,” and means the spirit world, or 
the place of the departed souls or spirits, and is divided into 
two great realms, Paradise and Infer!.* ' Paradise is the first 
realm or mansion of bliss and glory, in the universe of God, 
for the departed righteous of earth. Inferi is the first realm 
or prison of remorse and agony, in the great penitentiary of 
eternity for the departed wicked of earth. And it was into 
this realm of “Hades,” called Paradise, that the spiritual body 
of Christ went when he was crucified, for he said to the thief 
on the cross, “To-day shalt thou he with me iu Paradise;” 
(Luke, 23 and 48,) where he remained in triumphant glory 
for three days, when he returned to earth, to show that he had 
conquered death, hell and the grave, and that he had opened 
up a way through the tomb to immortality and eternal life, 
to all the children of men who will believe and obey his voice; 
so that his soul was not left in hell, neither did he see corrup- 

tion. . _ . 

Christ was God manifest in the flesh for the salvation of the 
world. He was the second Adam, and represented the first 
Adam in his holy state before the fall, in which state he was 
designed to live forever without a pain or pang, much less the 
sorrows of death, for as soon as the object of the natural oody 
had been accomplished, which was the replenishing and sub- 
duing of the earth, his fleshly body would have passed imper- 
ceptibly away by exhalation, until the spirit body only would 
have remained, when it would have ascended to Paradise. 
This was the state of man that Christ, the second Adam, came 
to represent, and like Enoch and Elijah, threw off his natural 
body by exhalation, leaving the last vestige of it in the grave, 
without seeing corruption. Indeed, the natural body of Christ 
was the most refined flesh and blood that ever clothed the 
spiritual body of a human being. Adam was made of the 
dust of the ground refined ; Eve was made of the flesh of 


* See Tertullian Le Anim. p. 55. Munscher, von Collon I, p. 57 
and 58, and Gieseler Dogmengesch, p. 225. 
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Adam still more refined, and Christ was made of the flesh of 
a virgin entirely refined, so that he was the purest flesh and 
blood that ever lived on earth. And if his natural body was 
thus refined, how . much more his spiritual body, since the 
Godhead with all its fullness dwelt in him. O, what wonder 
love and glory is seen in the work of our redemption By 
obedmnce to Christ, we are restored from all the consequences 
oi the fall, but that of natural death. And as- the natural 
body cannot be resurrected into the spirit world, Christ did 
not die to redeem the natural body from death, for had he 
died to redeem the natural body from death, then the natural 
body would have never died ; but he died to redeem and res- 
urrect the spiritual body, which he has done for all the chil- 
dren of men. And had Adam not Mien, not one of all his 
race would have ever seen corruption ; but like Enoch Elijah 
and the Savior, they would have gradually thrown ? off the 
natural body, and ascended to the Paradise of God. 


And now, 0 Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with 
the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” John 17 

3iH Cl 0 * 


To glorify him with the same glory he had before the world 
was, would be to divest him of the last, vestige of the earthly 
body, and make him a pure spirit, as that is what he was 
bexore the world was; “For God is a spirit” and that spirit 
was manifested m the flesh, and as flesh and blood cannot be 
changed into spirit,* nor inherit the kingdom of God, it is, 


* “So far as the researches of philosophy etxend, there are but 
two primary substances in the universe, and these are Matter and 
Spirit. All we know of these substances is certain properties and 
phenomena which they exhibit. Matter is known to possess the 
properties of lmpenetrability, Extension, Figure, Divisibility, Ihde- 
structabihty, Inertia, Attraction. Spirit is that which thinks 
cieves, remembers, reasons, wills, and is susceptible of love, hatred 
joy and grief. The former of these properties are found in our bodies - 
m common with a,ll other matter ; the latter constitute the properties 
of the mind. It is not reasonable to suppose that properties so op- 
posite to each other, inhere in the same substance, and the only 
jSSSf 1 ^elusion is that matter is not mind, and that mind is 3 
matter. There must thereiore be m man an intelligent spirit, which 
forms no part of the body, and this is what we call the soul. We 
reason upon the modern and generally admitted principles of natu- 
ral philosophy, and unless we are greatly mistaken, the whole system 
£P h ^ 0S ?P; h 7 will have to be exploded to invalidate our arguments; 
The admitted properties of matter, and the admitted properties of 
mind, cannot inhere in, and be essential properties of the same sub- 
stance.” Luther Lee’s Elements of Theology, p. 257. } 
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therefore, evident that the natural body of Christ, like that of 
Enoch and Elijah, (who were types of him) was thrown off by 
■exhalation, only in greater -proportion at the last For in his 
agony “His sweat was as it were great drops of blood lallmg 
down on the ground (Luke, 17 and 44,) together with the 
following blood from the wounds of the piercing thorns in Jus 
crown of mockery, the smiting and scourging of his bruised 
and mangled flesh, before his crucifixion, the rending and 
tearing of Ms hands and feet, in spiking him fast to the cross 
tree of death, and the piercing of his boay that brought forth 
the watery blood, showed, that but little more of his natural 
body remained, and that whatever portion did remain, was 
exhaled in the grave. Bo that he arose a pure spiritual body, 
a body that could appear and vanish at pleasure, which rjone 
but a spiritual body could do. And. as matter cannot be 
changed int-o mind, nor flesh into spirit, it is evident that 
Christ threw off Ms natural body by exhalation, for he never 
saw corruption. . 

« And their eyes were opened and they knew him; and he vanish- 
ed out of their sight.” Xiiike, 24 and 31. 

As the natural hody cannot vanish out of sight, it is plain 
that it was the spiritual body of Christ that appeared , to the 
disciples, and as the spiritual hody has all the identity of the 
natural body, they, the disciples, could hot be mistaken in 
regard to the person of Christ. 

“ Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, 
-when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for 
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto 
them, Peace he unto you.” John, 20 and 19. 

As the natural body cannot appear and disappear at will, 
Christ must, therefore, have thrown it off, or he could not 
have stood in the midst of his disciples, in a close room, when 
the doors were all shut. None but a spiritual body can thus 
appear and disappear at pleasure; so that Christ arose worn 
the dead, a pure spiritual body. For, although he was truly 
God yet he was truly man, and possessed of a spiritual body 
as we ourselves are, and being our Forerunner, he went into 
the grave, and into Paradise the same day, to show his people 
the way. And like him, every Christian, at death, will be 
resurrected into Paradise, in the spirit body, to he glorious 
and happy forever. That the Savior was resurrected into 
Paradise the same day he was crucified, is evident from what 



71 


he said to the malefactor by his .side, “To-day shalt thou be 
with me in Paradise," and no one saw his body from the day 
of its crucifixion and burial, until he appeared to the disciples 
the third day, which was his visible resurrection. Then by 
' w hat mode of reasoning can it be shown, that Christ did not 
throw off the remaining particles of his natural body* in the 
grave, the same day, and in his pure spiritual body, like 
Enoch and Elijah, did not ascend to Paradise. For as the 
natural body cannot be changed into a spiritual body, any 
more than matter can be changed into mind, and as Christ's 
body never saw corruption, the question naturally arises, what 
became of the natural body of Christ, if it was not thrown off 
like the bodies of Enoch and Elijah. - • 

“Behold my hands and my feet, that 'it is X myself; handle me, 
ana see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have* 
And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and -his 
feet. And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he 
said unto them Have ye here any meat ? And they gave him a 
piece or broiled fish, and of a honey comb. And he took it, and did 
them. And he said unto them, These are the words 
which I spake unto you, while X was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their 
understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.” Puke 
24 and 89, to 45, inclusive. 

It was only a little while before this, that Jesus had van- 
ished out of the sight of the disciples, and as matter cannot 
appear and vanish at pleasure, it is evident that our blessed 
Savior had divested himself of all matter, by throwing off the 
material body, and appearing to his disciples in the spirit body 
alone.* For they know that none but a spirit, or spiritual 
being, could appear in that manner, and 'were, therefore, terri- 
fied and affrighted, when they saw the Savior appear after 


* the sprat, originally came from God, and hence can be 
happy m God alone, as God dwells in us and we in God. But does 
God dwell m matter and matter in God ? Can matter have fellow- 

• ■ P . father and the Son ? Can matter have communion 

with the Eternal Spirit ? Can matter drink joys from the fountains 
ot the Godhead < Luther Lee’s Elements of Theology, p. 266. 

The above is sound philosophy, and shows that Christ’s body was 
a pore spiritual body after bis resurrection, without a particle of 
kloofi upon him, for that would, still be matter, however 
reined it might he, so long as matter cannot be changed into spirit 
and proves that his natural body was gradually thrown 'off, the last 
particles of which was exhaled in the grave. 
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death, just as he used to be with them, while in the natural 
body. They knew that Jesus had died, and was laid in the 
grave, and yet they saw him as he always appeared in his 
fleshly form, before them. This was what troubled them. 
They could not understand the mystery. But Jesus told them 
to behold his hands and feet, and see that it was really himself. 
That is, he had all the identity he had in the natural body 
while on -earth, now visible in the spiritual body, as he stood 
before them, without any of the material body upon him. 

The blessed Savior did not say, A spirit hath not flesh and 
bones as I have, but, as ye see me have ; that is, their natural 
eyes beheld what they thought was the flesh and bones of 
Christ, the same as Abraham; Lot, and other holy men beheld 
the angels of God with their natural eyes, and thought them 
to be human beings of earth. And the Savior did not expect 
that the natural eyes and understandings of the disciples could 
see and understand the things of the spirit, for he had not yet 
opened their understanding; hence, he said a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye see me have. Appearing to them in all 
the identity of the natural body, he, of course, would look to 
them just like he did when he was with them in the flesh, so 
that the Savior might truly say, “A spirit hath not flesh and 
bones as ye see me have.” For every shape and every feature 
of his body seemed to their sight as natural as they did before 
his death. 

The idea that it really was Christ, was so strange and joyful 
to the disciples, that they still could not believe it ; but to con- 
vince them of his bodily presence, (for he was in the spiritual 
body,) he took a piece of broiled fish, and a honey comb, and, 
like the angels at the repast of Lot and that of Abraham, did 
eat before them, which, to their natural eyes, proved beyond 
all doubt that it was the Savior ; for their spiritual eyes and 
understandings were not yet opened. 

The law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms, were the 
three parts into which the Jews divided the Scriptures ; and 
these books declared the birth, life, death, and resurrection of 
the Savior; and he now declared them all fulfilled in himself^ 
which not only proved him to be the true and everliving 
Redeemer, but that his kingdom and government is entirely 
spiritual. But the moment he opened their understanding, 
they become spiritual, and were henceforth able to see spiritual 
things as they really were. Ci But the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the spirit of God; for they are foolishness 
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unto him ; neither can he know them, because they are spirit- 
ually discerned.” I Cor. 2 and 14. This was the reason why 
the disciples thought that Christ had the same flesh and bones 
he had before he died and was resurrected, for the natural man 
cannot discern the things of the spirit, and as their natural 
eyes beheld the Savior m his same identity,* they could come 
to no other conclusion than that he was still the same being 
ot flesh and blood. But as soon as he opened their under- 
standings, they not only beheld that Christ was a spiritual 
being without a body of flesh and blood, but they understood 
the Scriptures from thenceforth to be of a spiritual character. 
It is, therefore, evident that Christ’s body is a spiritual body 
and not a body of flesh and bones, for flesh and bones cannot 
appear and disappear at pleasure, much less exist in the spirit 
world ; for Christ is God, and God is a Spirit, and they that 
wprship him must worship him in spirit and in truth: so that 
* the whole system of our holy religion is a system of spiritual 
liie and action, both for time and eternity. And as Christ 
our Forerunner, threw off the last vestige of the natural or 
human body in the grave, and arose or was resurrected in the 
spiritual or divine body, into Paradise, f so we, who believe 
obey and follow him until death, will be resurrected into 
Paradise m the kingdom of glory. ' 

“So Moses the servant of the Lord. -died there' in the land of 
Moab, according to the word of the Lord.' And he buried him in a 
- vaHey in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor; hut no man 
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.” Deut. 34 and 5, 6. 

Moses died and was buried in the land of Moab, yet he ap- 
peared upon the mount, and talked with Christ, nearly fifteen 
hundred years afterwards; which proves that the natural body 
of Moses was no part of Moses, and that it was nothing more 
than the fleshly house in which Moses lived while on earth 


* “ Th e identity of man is to be looked for in the soul, and not in 

Ift that fha bcdrr -[_ 1* W . 



p. 244. 


I Inasmuch as his divinity is the divinity of the Father, his bodv 
was also divine. That Which was human was made divine bv suffer- 
mgs and temptations. The human which he received from Mary 
was gradually laid aside, and the heavenly divine body substituted 
miit. It is the divine body which he took with him to heaven” 
Hagenbacn-s History of Doctrines, Vol. II, p. 491. 
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and was resurrected from at death, into Paradise. Tne tact, 
then, that Moses, whose natural body had been dead for cen- 
turies, (and returned to the earth as it was,) appeared with 
Christ in heavenly glory on the mountain, is clear proof that 
he lived in eternal life in the spiritual body, the same as 
Christ the great Forerunner ; for his resurrection extended 
backward as well as forward, to all sons and daughters of men, 
from the beginning unto the end of our race. 

“ Bat as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read 
that which was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, ana. the God of Jacob ? G-od is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living.”* Matt. 22, 31 and 32. 

By this glorions testimony of onr blessed Savior, we learn 
that God is not the God of the dead, that is, he is not the God 
of the earthly bodies of the dead, for they return to the dust 
and become inanimate clay, and consequently can never know 
God; sp that he is not the God of the dead, and if he is not 
the God of the dead, then the dead bodies , will never be res- 
urrected, for none but God can resurrect them. But he is the 
God of the living ; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were living in 
all the bloopa of endless life in the mansions of God, although 
their natural bodies had been dead for near two thousand years, 
yet Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were as full of life and immor- 
tality as they were the day they were resurrected from the 
natural body at its death. So that God is not the God of that 
which is dead, for that is gone back to the dust, its native ele- 
ment, but he is the God of the living beings in glory that 
once dwelt in those now dead houses of clay. 

• “ And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by 

angels into Abraham’s bosom.” Luke, 16 and 22. 


* “ It will be said that this text speaks only of the resurrection of 
the body and not of the conscious existence of the soul while the 
body is dead. This is not true ; the expression, ‘ God is not the God 
of the dead hut of the living,’ clearly refers to the life of the soul 
after the death of the body, because it is applied to those whose 
bodies were at the time dead. Tne argument may, he stated thus : 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living ; hut God is the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob- and therefore they must be 
living. But the bodies of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were dead, 
and therefore it must have been their souls that wer$ living. This 
certainly is the most rational construction which can be put upon 
the language ; and that it is most in harmony^ with the grand design 
of our Lord, to refute the Sadusees and establish the doctrine of the 
resurrection.” Lee’s Elements of Theology, p. 244. 
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By this simple narrative of the Savior, we understand that 
the beggar, or .Lazarus, was resurrected from the natural body 
at its death, or he could not have been carried by angels into 
Abraham’s bosom, or Paradise in the mansions of joy, 

“ The rich man also died, and was buried ; And in hell he lifted 
up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off and 
Lazarus in his bosom.” Lute, 16 and 23, 

By this, the blessed Savior shows ns that the rich m^T| was 
also resurrected from the natural body at death, or he could 
not have gone into hell or hades, where he lifted up his eyes 
in torments and beheld Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom. . That he was there in hell with all his conscious ex- 
istence is evident; or he could not have beheld, and known, 
and talked with Abraham in the spirit world ; and that he ■ 
could not have gotten there without being resurrected from’ 
the natural body at its death, -is just as evident. It is, there- 
* fore, clear and conclusive that every one is resurrected in the 
spiritual body, from the natural body at its death, into the 
spirit world to be happy or miserable, according to the deeds 
done in the body. 

■ I' K e sa . id J ssus, Lord, remember me when thou comesfc 

mto thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily X say unto thee. 
Xo-ctay snalt thou be with me in Paradise. 33 Luke, 23, 42 and 43* 

An this we not only behold the goodness and compassion of 
Christ toward a poor, condemned and dying, yet believing 
- malefactor, in forgiving his sins at a single prayer, but we be- 
hold his power in resurrecting him from the natural body the 
same day, into Paradise. Por Jesus said, “ To-day shaft thou 
be witn me in Paradise,” and as he could not have gotten to 
Paradise without being resurrected from the natural body, it 
is plain that he was resurrected the same day he died, or he 
could not have met Christ in his Paradiscal kingdom accord- 
ing to the promise. And as it was not his natural body that 
went into Paradise, for flesh and blood cannot . inherit the 
kingdom of Grod, it is evident that it was the inner man^or 
spiritual body, which is the true and real man, that met Christ 
m Paradise that day, and clearly proves that he was resurrected 
from the natural body the same day he died. 

t:h f graves w f re . opened ’ and man J bodies of the saints 
which slept, arose. And came out of the graves after his resurrec- 

27 n 52 a and^3 nt mt ° th ° holy city ’ and a PP eare <2 unto many. 37 Matt. 
All the saints that died at the same time with Christ, would 
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Tbe resurrected the same day, in their spiritual bodies, like 
Christ. And as Jerusalem, the holy city, contained near one 
million of inhabitants, there would of course be over fifty 
deaths each day, many of whom were saints, and that it Was 
their spiritual bodies that arose or were resurrected, is plain, 
or it would not be said that they “appeased unto many. 
For to appear is to become visible, as a spirit* "To say that 
it was their natural bodies that arose, naturally raises this 
question at once : How did their physical bodies get out ot 
their graves? or how did they get back into them again . or 
what became of them afterwards ? As these questions can 
never be satisfactorily answered, only on the ground that the 
saints appeared in their spiritual bodies to the people ot J e- 
rasalem. the same as Moses and Elias appeared in their spn> 
itual bodies to Peter, James and John, on the mountain ot 
transfiguration. It is, therefore, clear and plain that it was 
the. spiritual bodies of the saints that arose ana appeared in 
the holy city. 

« For if we have been planted in the likeness of his death, we 
shall also he in the likeness of his resurrection.” Bom. 6 and 5 . . 

Christ is our example in all things, in life, in death, and. m 
the resurrection. And if we live a holy life, and die a right- 
eous death, being thus planted in the likeness of Christ, we 
shall also be raised in the likeness of his resurrection, which 
took place immediately after the last vestige of his body was 
thrown off in the grave, for he was resurrected into Paradise 
the same day he died, and as he is the way and the life, so all 
that follow him in living and in dying, will, like him, be res- 
urrected into Paradise at death. For as soon as the natural 
body is dead, the spiritual body goes to God who gave it, but 
the fleshly body returns to the earth as it was. And it ever 
has been the general belief of mankind, that the soul, or spirit, 
went to God as soon as the earthly body was dead; the right- 
eous to everlasting happiness and joy, and the wicked to ever- 
lasting misery and woe. O, then let us live a holy hie, an 
be planted or sown in the likeness of our Redeemer s death, 
that we may be raised in tbe likeness of his resurrection. 

“ Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say 
some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead. . or 

15 and 12. , 

The doctrine that Christ rose from the dead, cannot be 
preached without preaching that there is a resurrection of the 
dead ; not that there will be a resurrection away in the future, 
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® nd °X tb ® T, orid i but that there is a resurrection now 
gomg on, which is the resurrection of the spiritual body from 
the natural body, at death, whether they be righteous or wick- 
ed, all are resurrected into the spirit world, as soon as the 
natural body is dead. O, it is glorious for the poor followers 
Oj. Jesus, to know that as soon as this body dies we shall be 

' nf C °Y ki J ndred and tb e angels, in the kingdom 

of God, to be blessed ana i&ppy forever* 

rfeoS“‘ I Coras e an'dl3 eS " reC ‘ iOUOf 1116 *•*>*“ 15 Christ not 

The Apostle floes not say, But if there is not going to be a 
resurrection of the dead at the end of time, then is tirfat ^ot 
nsen, but he says '‘If there be no resurrection of £ d«uf 
n is Christ not risen; that is, if there be no resurrection 
now, at the present time, for this is spoken in the present tense, 
then is Christ not nsen. But Christ is risen, and so eertaS 
as Christ is risen, so certain does there be a resurrection, now 
m existence. For to be, is to exist, so that all who die are 
resurrected at death, in the spiritual body, to either weal or 
woe, according to the deeds done in the body. 

, ar ® {mnidfalse witnesses of God ; because we have 
testified of God that be raised up Christ: whom he raised TJ ™ 
if so he that the dead rise not.” I Cor. 15 and 15. aed 4 p> 

T.od h ff 6 / e - are found Mse Besses of 
' £5 h f ad . W6 D °.^ he doe s not say, "If so be that the 

Wh g T g t0 rise atthe 3a st da y/ 7 but he says, “If so 
be that the dead pise not” now as they die, like Christ rose 

the same day he died and went into Paradise; for this is 
spoken m the present tense, and shows that the dead are raised 
d£,? lke j S Christ, the great Forerunner, was raised up .at 
death. It is truly a happy thought to the Christian to know 

ClirisTfrgtory. ^ ° dy iS de&d ’ he Wil1 be at ^tk 

ancuSh lf tbe deafIrise not ’ then i-s Christ not raised.” I Cor. 15 

j S ’ -f the d f d “ se not, Christ himself has not risen. 

SJ s flf 7 as has so certainly do the dead rise 

JSot that they are going to rise in the future, but that the dead 
nse as soon as the natural body ceases to live, is evident for 
the soul or spirit rises and returns to God who gave it, while 
the natural body returns to the earth as it was So that the 
spirit or inner man, in order to go to God, must be resurrected . 
from the natural body at death ; for how 'can the soul or S pir- 
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itual body go either to heaven or to hell, if it is not raised or 
resurrected from the natural body at death? Well may it be 
said, "If the dead rise not, then is Christ not raised ! 

“ For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead.” I Cor. 15 and 21. 

As death, both moral and natural, came by the man Adam, 
so the resurrection, both spiritual and final, came by the man 
Christ Jesus, to all the sons and daughters of men. lhe first 

resurrection is the resurrection of our race from the death oi 
trespass and sins in the gospel kingdom of Christ, and. the 
second or final resurrection is the resurrection of the spiritual 
body from the natural body at death. “ For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead; 
which shows that as Adam brought death into the world., so 
has Christ brought the resurrection into the world; for it is 
here declared that both death and the resurrection have come. 
For since by man came death, by man came also the resur- 
reetion of the dead ; so that if death is here^ so also is the 
resurrection here, and as they both came, it is evident they 
are both going on ; that as death through Adam kills the 
natural body, so Christ, who is the life, resurrects the spiritual 
body. Then as both death and the resurrection have come, 
the one by Adam, and the other by Christ, so are they both now 
going on In earth. For, as death continues, so must the res- 
urrection. 

“ Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. Martha saith 
unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day. Jesus saith unto her, I am the resurrection and the life ; 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he lwe. 
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Be- 
lievest thou this.’ ’ J ohn , 11 , 23 , 24, 25 and 26 . 

The Jews were divided into two opposing sects on the res- • 
urrection ; the Pharisees taught that there would be a general 
resurrection of the natural bodies of all the dead, at the end of 
■the world, while the Sadusees, rather than believe the Phari- 
.seeical doctrine, denied the resurrection entirely . And Martha, 
being a Jewess, and a believer in the doctrine of the Pharisees, 
•at once replied to Jesus and said, <( J. know that he (Lazarus) 
•“ shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day/’ Now 
■this was Martha’s belief) but it was not the doctrine of the 
; gospel, as the Savior the next moment informed her ; for he 
^declared, "I am the resurrection and the life ; he that believeth 
* in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” . He does not 
.say, I am going to be the resurrection and the life at the last 
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day, or at the end of the world, but he contradicts the doctrine 
of Martha conclusively, and says, “I am the resurrection,” 
not going to be it, but I am the resurrection, now, at this 
present time. And to prove that he was the true and present 
resurrection, he raised Lazarus from the dead, soul and body, 
into earth again, before their eyes in the same hour; which 
. . should convince the world that the doctrine of Jesus, rather 
than the doctrine of Martha, is the true doctrine of the res- 
urrection. But the final resurrection, to which he alluded, 
was that in which all the sons and daughters of our race are 
raised in the spiritual body at death ; for he, as our great ex- 
ample, went down to death and was resurrected into Paradise 
the same day he died, that all mankind might, like him, be 
resurrected into the spirit world at death. “And whosoever 
liveth, and believteh in me, shall neverjdie. Believest thou 
this.” Now it is evident that the life here promised is not a 
life of the body, but of the spirit, for all our bodies die; the 
blessed Savior asserts that he is the resurrection and the life, 
and that those who believe in him shall never die, all in the 
same sentence, thus showing, beyond all doubt, both tha t the 
resurrection is a present resurrection, and that it is one of the 
spirit only and not of the body. And further, if the doctrine 
•of Christ had been the same as that of Martha and the Phari- 
sees, he would not have asked her if she believed the doctrine 
, he had just stated, and which was contrary to the doctrines or 
•i traditions of the Scribes and Pharisees, which Martha had been 
taught, and which the Savior showed them, were but the com- 
mandments of men ; so that it is clear and plain that the 
-resurrection as taught by Christ is not only a present but a 
•spiritual resurrection, or a resurrection of the spiritual body. 
Truly may the blessed Savior say “ I am the resurrection and 
the life.” O, it is a joyful thought to the righteous, to rea- 
lize that the death of the body is the beginning of eternal life. 
Then we shall be free from all the ills of flesh and blood, and 
joining our immortal kindred, and the hosts of glory in the 
Paradise of God, go on through the realms of rapture and bliss 
while eternity itself shall endure. 

“In the resurrection, therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife 
shall she be of them ? for the seven had her to wife. And -Jesus an- 
swering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know 
not the Scriptures, neither the power of G-od ? For when they shall 
rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage ; 
but are as the angels which are in heaven. And as touching the 
dead that they rise ; have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in 
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the bush God spake unto him saying, I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. He is not the God of the 
dead, but the God of the living; ye, therefore, do greatly err.’- 
Mark, 12 and 23 to 27. ' 

As' the Pharisees, by their traditions^ taught the resurrection 
of the natural body, which, to the Sadusees, was so unreason- 
able that they finally denied the doctrine of the resurrection 
altogether, and came to Christ with their great question, show- 
ing that if the natural body was ever raised at all, it must be 
raised, with all its propensities, appetites and passions, or it 
would not be the same natural body. But Jesus showed, them 
their error by telling them that they knew not the Scriptures, 
neither the power of God. “For when they shall rise/’ (using 
their own language,) “they neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, but are as the angels which are in heaven. 75 ' By 
this, Christ showed to the Sadusees, and to the world of man, 
that the marriage relation did not exist in heaven ; that they 
neither married nor were given in marriage there, bnt are as 
the angels, which are pure spiritual bodies, whieh agrees with 
all the other Scriptures on the resurrection, that when our 
natural bodies die, it is our spiritual bodies tbat are resur- 
rected. And as our natural bodies were given for tbe purpose 
of replenishing and subduing the earth, they, of course, cannot 
go to the spirit world, where all the objects for which the 
natural body was created are entirely prohibited forever ; nor 
can tbe natural body become like the angels, for it is matter 
and not spirit. It is, therefore, evident that it is the spiritual 
body that is resurrected, or Christ would not have said they 
' “ are as the angels which are in heaven. 77 

“ And as touching the dead that they rise. 77 2sot that they 
are going to rise at the end of the world, but that they rise as 
they die, like the angels, in spiritual bodies, tbe same as Christ 
rose and went into the spirit world. 

“Have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush 
God spake unto him, saying I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. He is not the God 
of the dead but the God of the living. 77 

Those great and holy men, although their natural bodies 
had been dead for more than twelve hundred years, yet they 
were living in all the bloom of immortality in the realms of 
glory ; so that God was not the God of their dead bodies, but 
the God of their living, spiritual bodies, in everlasting bliss. 

“Ye therefore do greatly err. 77 The Sadusees erred, first in 
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the supposition of a general resurrection at the end of time, as 
there was nothing but the tradition of the Pharisees to sustain 
it. They erred in the second place, in denying that there was 
a resurrection, even of the spiritual body at death, and they 
erred, finally, in denying that there was any existence beyond 
the grave, so that they did indeed greatly err. 

“ And sa ^ unto them, thus it is written, and thus it behooved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.” Luke 24 
and 46. J ’ 

It behooved Christ to suffer, to die, and to he resurrected, 
that he mignt fulfill the types and shadows, and the proph- 
ecies of God concerning him. It behooved him to suffer and 
die, that mankind might be redeemed from everlasting death 
into everlasting life. It behooved him to be resurrected, to 
open up the way for mankind from earth, to the spirit world ; 
for had he not been resurrected, his suffering and death would' 
have been all in vain. But he suffered, died, and rose again, 
that the world of man might be redeemed and resurrected' 
that all who will come, may come, and live in endless glory 
beyond the grave. And the merits of his suffering, death, and 
resurrection, extended backward as well as forward to all the 
children of our race. It extended from the time the first 
promise, (The seed of the women shall bruise the serpent’s 
head,) was given, down to the last birth of man. Nine times 
hap Christ declared to the world that he would rise again the 
third day, thus impressing it on the mind of man that the 
resurrection would be .immediately after death, or as soon as 
the natural body was really and truly dead, as Christ bv his 
own example has shown,* 

“ Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after 

S 6 !™.™, « en 7 himself,, and take up his cross and follow me." 
Matt. 16 and 24* 

Our blessed Lord, and Savior is our great Forerunner * he 
went before ana opened up the way from earth to glory, and 
if we would be saved, we must take up our cross and follow 
^rough all the path of life, and through the Jordan of 
death, for his rod and his staff shall comfort us there. Nor 
must we stop in the grave, but, like Christ, be resurrected in 
frie spiritual body, and go on like him into the Paradise of 
Glory, to be happy with him forever and ever. 


* _^as also truly raised from the dead by his Lather, after the 

manner as He will also raise up us who believe in him, by Christ 
Jesus, without whom we hare no true life.” Ignatius Epsl. to the 
lrallians, p. 142. * ° r 
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« If any man serve me, let him follow me. And where I am, there 
ffog.11 also my servant be.” J ohn, 12 and 26. 

If we expect to get where Christ is, we must follow him 
through life by a godly walk and a holy conversation, and he 
will take us through death, and by a triumphant resurrection, 
receive us to himself. IT or where he is, there shall we also be. 
Nor will we have to wait until the end of the world, before we ' 
can get where he is, but as soon as this earthly tabernacle or 
natural body is dissolved, we shall go in the spiritual body to 
the mansions of bliss, to be with Christ forever. For we 
must, like him, be resurrected before we cau get to where he 
is. If, then, we follow Christ through life, we shall follow 
him through death, and by a holy resurrection, go to him in 
glory. 

li Jesus saith unto Mm I am the way, and the truth, and the life 5 
no man cometh unto the Father but by me.” J ohn, 14 and 6. 

Jesus Christ is the way from earth to heaven ,* he has gone 
before, and by his righteous and holy life, his virtuous and 
sorrowful death, and his triumphant and glorious resurrection, 
he has made the way plain and easy for all who desire to be 
saved. As our great Example in life, word and action, he is 
the way. As our Redeemer from sin and death, he is . the 
truth. ^ And as our conquerer over the grave, he is. the life. 
So that if we take Christ as our example in. life, he will he our 
Redeemer in truth, and our life and glory in the resurrection. 
For he has opened up a new and living way that knows no 
halting in the grave ; and no man can ever reach the home of 
the Father only in and by this way, like Christ, living right- 
eously, dying gloriously, and rising triumphantly after death. 

“ jfow that tbe dead are raised even Moses showed at the bush, 
when he callelh the Lord, the God of Ahranam, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is not the God of the dead, hut 
of the living, for all live unto him.” Luke, 20 and 37 . 

That the dead are raised now, even Moses showed, when he 
declared that God was not the God of the dead, but . the God 
of the living. For there was nothing dead but. their fleshly 
bodies, and God was not the God of dead bodies. But God 
was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,, tbe holy men that 
once lived in earthly bodies, but were resurrected from, them 
at death into the Paradise of God, where they were living in 
all the joys of eternal blessedness. None are dead; it is only 
their houses of flesh and blood that are dead. Paul, Luther, 
Wesley, and Washington are all living. Qur righteous and 
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departed kindred are all living; it is only the sinful bodies in 
which they once lived that are dead, but they, themselves, are 
a ? d spirit world; for God is not the God 

of the dead, but of the living. And a a Abraham^ Isaac, and 
Jacob are all living m the spirit world, it is evident that they 
could not have entered the world of glory had they not been 
resurrected from the natural body at its death. "For all live 
unto him.” Whether in heaven or in hell, all are alive in 
the spirit world, for he is nowhere the God of the dead. 

“ doctrines^ of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of 

resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.” Heb. 6 and 2. 

The doctrines of baptisms and laying on of hands, being 
present and continual occurrences, are practised and carried on 
continually in the kingdom of the gospel on earth. So is the 
resurrection and the judgment continually and eternally going 
on in time, and will continue to go on while sin and death 
remain on earth. 


“Women received their dead raised to life 
accepting deliverance that they might obtain 
Heb. 11 and 35. 


again, and others not 
a better resurrection.” 


In full accordance with all the other Scriptures on the res- 
urrection, this shows us that there is a better resurrection than 
that of the natural body. For those women, the Widow of 
Nain, and Mary, and Martha, had their dead raised by the 
Savior, soul and body. But those who are raised like Christ 
in the spiritual body, obtain a better resurrection, for they go 
immediately into glory, where they join the happy millions of 
the children of God in the angel world, and begin the march 
of progressive bliss that will continue through all the enrap- 
tured orasof a happy eternity. But those who were resurrect- 
ed m the body were brought back to sorrow and suffer a little 
longer in time and earth, which, indeed, is but au inferior 
resurrection. . 


“And with great power gave the Apostles witness of the resur« 
Acts°4 and33 Ij ° r<i Jesus ’ aruJ ° reat grace was upon them all.” 


The wondenul success of the Apostles, in preaching the 
gospel in the first age of Christianity, was owing to the great 
power in which they preached the resurrection of our blessed 
itord and Savior, showing that he is the resurrection and the 
life of all men, and that he arose immediately after death 
having, as the great Leader and Forerunner of his people* 
made a way possible from earth to heaven, for all who will 
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believe and obey bis gospel- Every sermon, every exhorta- 
tion, and every epistle bad something to say of the resurrection, 
rintnl. the people were made to feel that earth was nbt their 
real home, that it was but a land of shrouds, and graves, and 
eoffins, where tombs were digging, bells tolling and funerals 
marching, and that earth was everywhere a realm of farewells ; 
but that across its cypress shades, the blessed Redeemer had 
thrown the sunrise of an immortal resurrection, through which 
the happy Christian goes rejoicing into everlasting life. But 
now, in this degenerate era of outward and earthly religion, , 
professors are living who have never heard a sermon preached' 
on the resurrection. O, may the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ bring us back to the spiritual religion of primitive 
Christianity, that great grace may be upon us all. 

« Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through 
Jesus the resurrection from the dead.” Acts, 4 and 2. 

The disciples preached to the people the resurrection of the 
dead through Christ, that like as he was raised up so should 
they also be raised up. And as they preached through Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead, the people could understand 
them in no other way, than that the resurrection was imme- . 
diately after death, just like the resurrection of Christ, who is 
the great example for all mankind. This was the reason why 
the Sadusees were, grieved ; the doctrine was so plain that the 
people believed and were converted to Christ, that same day, 
to the number of five thousand. 

“ That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto Ms 
death If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead.” PM1. 3,10 and 11. 

“ That we may know him” m all his love and the power oi 
his resurrection ; that it may raise us up like as he was raised 
up immediately after death, into immortality and eternal life. 
And that, knowing and being in fellowship with him in suffer- 
ing the persecutions and crosses of earth, we may be made 
conformable unto his death, that, . like him, we may ^ attain 
unto a glorious resurrection immediately after death. “Eor if 
we are planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall 
also be in the likeness of his resurrection ” Rom. 6 and 5. 

« Bor I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth. And though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God, whom I shall see 
for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not^ another, though my 
veins be consumed within me.” Job, 19, 25, 26 and 27. 
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Job knew that Ms Redeemer lived, and that Ms salvation 
and Ms resurrection extended back to Mm as well as forward, 
to all the sons and daughters of men. And being a prophet of 
the Lord, he knew also that the Redeemer would come, and 
that he would stand, in the latter day, or gospel day, upon the 
earth, and redeem the world of man. And that though after 
the worms had destroyed the surface or skin of Ms body, (for 
the whole surface of his body was a mass of corruption,) yet 
m Ms flesh he should see God, with his own eyes and with no 
other eyes he should behold him, wMch was fulfilled to the 
very letter, for he says in the last chapter, after he was re- 
stored to health, wealth, happiness and grandeur, on earth, 
and into, close communion with God, “I have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear, but now mine eyes seeth thee.” Job 
42 and 5. Thus proving that after “ His flesh was clothed 
with worms and clods of dust, his skin broken and become 
loathsome , 7 (Job, 7 and 5,) that he did see God wMle he was 
in the flesh. That Ms own eyes beheld Mm and not those of 
another. . Ana. that his last days were the most glorious of 
all Ms existence on earth.* 

have hope to ward God, wMch they themselves also allow, 
that there shall he a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and 
the unjust.” Acts, 24 and 15. 

The Pharisees, by whom Paul was accused, believed or al- 
lowed that there would be a resurrection at the end of the 
world, according to the tradition of the Elders. But Paul 
had hope in the resurrection of Christ, which he knew was the 
true resurrection ; while the Pharisees only allowed that there 
would be one at some unknown period at the end of time. 
But the Apostle knew that, like Ms blessed Redeemer, he 
would, be resurrected in the spiritual body, at deatb, into the 
Paradiscal kingdom of heaven, where he should enjoy the 
reward of Ms labors and rise from glory to glory through all 


* Hot wfll.it do to say that Job simply beheld God with an eye of 
iaith ; for it is evident from the very language he employs that he 
had never before beheld God as he did on this occasion. Ho one 
can doubt that J ob had seen God by an eye of faith, far more fre- 
quently than he had ever heard of him by the hearing of the ear. 
bo that he would not have made the comparison if it had been the 
eye of faith only with which he now saw God ; so that it could have 
only been with the eye of the spiritual man that he saw God. as no 
man can see God with the natural eye and live. It is, therefore, 
evident that Job did see God while in the flesh, as he before had 
prophesied. 
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the roll of eternal ages. “For we know/’ said he, “that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, have a 
building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” II Cor. 5 and 1. This building of God is the 
spiritual or resurrection body, which, on the death of the nat- 
ural body, rises to God and enters upon its life, eternal in the 
heavens. This is the resurrection of the just. While on the 
other hand, the wicked, man who dies in' his sins, is resurrected 
like the rich man, in the spiritual body at death, and goes into 
the spirit world, where he is assigned to Ms place in hell, to be 
punished according to the deeds done in the body. TMs is 
the resurrection of the unjust. Paul’s hope in the resurrection 
was toward Christ the Lord, who is the Author of the resur- 
rection. TTis hope was not toward the wicked Pharisees, 
who allowed there would be a resurrection somewhere in the 
future ; for he knew that their doctrines were all false and 
erroneous, and Christ had declared them such, and called them 
“blind guides,” “hypocrites,” “whited sepulchres,” “serpents,” 
“generation of vipers,” &c., who ' had “omitted the weightier 
matters of the law,” and were “teacMng for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men.” It is, therefore, evident, that Paul’s 
• hope was toward God, in a glorious resurrection immediately 
after death, like that of the blessed Savior, and not toward the 
future resurrection of the Pharisees, whom Christ had de- 
clared wicked, wrong and blind, m all their doctrines. 

“ Except it be for this one voice, that I cried, standing among 
them, Touching the resurrection of the dead, I am called in question 
hy you this day.” Acts, 24 and 21. 

.It was for preaching the resurrection of J esus Christ, that 
Paul was called by the Jews before Felix. Had he preached 
a, o-eneral resurrection at the end of time, the Pharisees would 
have been satisfied, for that was their own doctrine by tradition, 
but because he preached a present resurrection, like that of 
Christ, immediately after death, in the spiritual body, they 
called him to an account. Now either Paul’s doctrine of the 
resurrection, or the Pharisees’ doctrine of the resurrection, was 
wrong. The Pharisees taught that there would be a general 
.resurrection at the end of the world, wMle Paul taught that 
the resurrection takes place immediately after death, like that 
of Christ, the thief on the cross, the rich man, and Lazarus, 
and others, who were resurrected from the natural body , and 
•went immediately to their respective places of future abode. 
TMs was the doctrine for which the Pharisees called him in 
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question ; tad te preacted tte doctrine of a general resurrec- 
tion, they never would tave said a word, for that was tteir 
own faith. It is therefore, easy to see which of the two, Paul 
or the Pharisees, was right; especially since Christ himself 
everywhere condemned the doctrine of the Pharisees, and bade 
his disciples beware of them. For, said he, “In vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men /’ 
Mark, 7 and 7. Then is it not evident, that the doctrine of 
the resurrection, as taught by Paul, is right, and that taught 
by the Pharisees wrong. 

i “ So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption * 

it is raised in incorruption; it is ' sown in dishonor; it is raised m 
glory ; it is sown in weakness ; it is raised in power ; It is sown a 
natural body ; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body 
and there is a spiritual body.” I Cor. 15, 42, 43 and 44 ’ 

It, the spiritual body or being, is sown a natural body at 
death, and consequently is sown in corruption, but is immedi- 
atcly raised or resurrected out of the natural body, a spiritual 
body or being of incorruption. It, the spiritual body or being, 
is sown in the body of flesh and blood at death, which is full 
of the dishonor of sinful appetites and passions, but is raised 
or resurrected out of the fleshly body, in glory, like Christ's 
glorious body . It, the spiritual body or being, is sown in the 
> weakness of the earthly body at death, but it is raised or res- 
urrected in all the power of a spiritual body. It, the spiritual 
body or being, is sown in death in the natural or soul body, 
as that is the rendering on the original Greek,* but it is raised 
or resurrected from the natural body, a pure spiritual body 
j immediately after death. As all men in the spirit body go’ 
either to heaven or hell at death, according to their good or 

: evi *l lives on earth, and as there is but one body resurrected, 

and that being the spiritual body, it is, therefore, clear that the 
natural body can never be resurrected. The spiritual body 
being sown with the natural body in death, remains in the 


* A natural body — a spiritual body. In the original Greek, the 
word rendered natural’ is the adjective corresponding to the word 
rendered soul,’ in verse 45. In order better to understand the force 
oi the quotation in that verse, we might render the present thus : 
It is sown a soul-body , it is raised a spirit body. The word soul 
be “g used as it is in Gen. 2 and 7, to denote man in his present 
earthly state as inhabiting an animal body, and subject to a.mWi 
passions and wants ; while the spiritual body will have no animal 
nature and be subject to no animal wants.” Hew Test, published 
by Amer. Tract Society. Hote on I Cor. 15 and 44. 
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natural body as its house or tabernacle on earth until it is 
really dead, when the spiritual body rises, or is resurrected 
from it into the spirit world, which is the doctrine of both 
reason and Revelation. 

“ And I, John, saw these things, and heard them, and when I had 

heard and seen, 1 feh down to worship before the feet of the angel 

which.shewed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou 
do it not ; for I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethxen, the 
prophets, and of them that keep the sayings of this hook, worship 
G-od*” Ki 6Y. 22, 8 and 9. 

This glorious being was none other than the spiritual body 
of a holy man, who had died, was resurrected in the spiritual 
body into the heavenly world, and become an angel, and was 
now so glorious that John mistook him for the Son of taro , 
and was about to worship him, when the angel informed rum 
that he was his fellow servant, of his brethren, one of the 
prophets ; so that he was once a man who lived on earth, and 
died, and of course must have been resurrected from the nat- 
ural body, the same as Moses who so gloriously appeared to 
the disciples at the transfiguration, or he could not have ap- 
peared to John, (on the Island of Patinos,) fr om heaven. Ail 
of the man that ever would be raised must have been there, 
for God would not employ less than the whole of a glorified 
beino- to go uoon a commission that commanded the destiny of 
the world. O, it is joy to the soul of the Christian to con- 
template upon the glory that awaits him beyond the grave. 
As soon as his earthly house is dissolved, or his natural body 
is dead, he is off and away into realms of rapture and bliss. 
He has not to wait until the end of the world for the consum- 
mation of his glory, but he enters upon it the moment he is 
freed from his clog of flesh and blood, and begins at once tfie 
travel of a happy and an immortal destiny. 

“ And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See 
thou do it not; I am thy fellow .servant, and of thy brethren that 
have the testimony of Jesus; worship G-od; for the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Rev. 19 and 10. 

This heavenly and glorious being that John thought was 
Deity, was the spiritual b®dy of one of his holy brethren who 
had been resurrected from his tabernacle of flesh and blood at 
death, and was now an angel of such power and magnificence 
that the earth was lighted with his glory. O, who can tell 
the happiness and gloTy that is in reservation for the children 
of God. If we are frithful to him over a few things here, he 



will make us great over many things there, and we shall en- 
joy his peaceful presence forever More. 

there is a spirit in man ; and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth them understanding.” Job, 32 and 8. ^ nEy 

That there is a spirit in man, no sane mind will attempt to 
deny The inner man is everywhere felt and known within 
its elothmg of flesh and blood; whether laboring in the 
dreams of slumber, in the enterprises of the past, or traveling 
on the wmgs of vision in the -unknown regions of the fixture 
the restless spirit is ever on the march. The spirit body, al- 
though dwelling m its house of clay, is almost omnipresent: 
it can walk on the landscape, glide among the nations, or soar 
through the star-spangled realms of God, in the same moment 
of time. It can leap to the wilderness of hell, or sweep among 
orbs that emboss the shield of Jehovah, in the same thought 
or can it ever be dismembered or destroyed; although its 
house, the natural body, may be mutilated and its members 
cut on, yet the spirit body remains whole and sound as ever - 
as every maimed person will attest. Though the arm may be 
dismembered, and the foot cnt away, yet the ' arm and foot of 
the spiritual body are still felt and known to be there. So that 
there is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth them understanding ” As the understanding is given 
to the spirit of man, which is the inner or true man, and not 
to the outer man, or animal house in which the man lives it 
m plain that the spiritual man is the real man, as much as 
Moses was the real Moses at the transfiguration of Christ or 
the rich man was the real rich man in hell, or that Lazarus 
was the real Lazarus an heaven, that used to live in the body 
of dust, or the animal house on earth, where the rich man for 
loving clothing, and feasting the outer man, and caring’ for 
the earthly body more than the spiritual body, prepared him- 
self for the _ chambers of the damned in hell, where he went 
and is lost in misery forever; while Lazarus, who loved and 
cared more for the spiritual man than he did for the animal 
house he lived in, prepared himself for the glories of Paradise 
Where he went and is saved in happiness forever. It is there- 
fore, manifest that the great sin oi our. race is selfishness or 
the love of our natural bodies, the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eye, and the pnde of life, all of which belong to the body 
and not to the spirit. And this is the great reason why men 
want the natural body resurrected, because they love it' more 
than they do the spiritual body. O, that the world could learn 
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that the religion of Christ and his people is altogether spiritual. 

“God is a spirit ; and they that worship him must worship him in 
spuit and in truth.” John, 4 and 24. 

Since the setting up of the gospel kingdom on earth by our 
blessed Savior, when he fulfilled and abolished all types and 
shadows at the destruction of the Jewish nationality, the whole 
economy of the worship of Jehovah is changed from the out- 
ward ceremony of rights and offerings, to the, inward devotion 
of the heart; from, that of worldly signs and symbols to the 
secret invocations of the mind, and from that of earthly gran- 
deur and magnificence by the outward body, to the meek and 
lowly adoration by the inward or spiritual body. Since then, 
the whole system of the religion of the Creator is changed from 
the outward law of carnal commandments, to the inward 
law of the spirit, in Christ; so that they who worship God, 
must now worship him in spirit and in truth, for^ God is a 
spirit and can only be worshipped by the spirit or inner man, 
which is the spiritual body. It is, then, evident that the gos- 
pel of Christ is a spiritual gospel, that the Church of Christ is 
a spiritual Church, and that the worshippers 'of Christ must 
be spiritual worshippers. They must be “ born of the spirit, 
(John, 3 and 8;) “walk in the spirit/’ (Gal. 5 and 16 ;) /be 
led by the spirit/’ (Gal. 5 and 18;) “pray with the spirit 
(I Cor. 14 and 15;) “live in the spirit,” (Gal. o and 25;). 
“sing; with the spirit,” (I Cor. 14 and 15;) “worship God in 
the spirit,” (John, 4 and 24;) and “be filled with the spirit, 
(EphT 5 and 18,) that when “the spirit shall return nnto 
God,” (Eccl. 12 and 7,) they each may say, “Lord Jesus 
receive my spirit,” (Acts, 7 and 59,) and be “ raised a spiritual 
body,” (I Cor. 15 and 44,) into everlasting life m the _ king- 
dom of God. “Who shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body,, according to the 
working, whereby he is able to subdue all things nnto himself. 

Phil. 3 and 21. ^ 

To chang e, is to pass from one state to another ; to put one 
thing in the place of another, as to change clothes, &c.; so 
that the changing of our vile body is but the laying off of the 
natural body at death, and putting on the ^spiritual body in the 
resurrection, or the putting off of the old earthly clothing of 
flesh and blood, and putting on the spiritual robes of the res- 
urrection, or the exchanging or laying off of the old body of 
corruption for one of incorruption ; or the throwing on/ ot the 
old body of flesh that has so long dishonored us m sm and 
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shame, and the putting on one of spiritual glory, at death, in 
the resurrection, is but the changing of the vile body that it 
may be fashioned like unto Christ’s glorious body. So that 
when the Christian puts off his old suit of the natural body at 
death, he appears in his new dress in the spiritual body, which 
is not only fashioned like Christ’s glorious body, but, like 
Christ, is resurrected immediately into Paradise, where he be- 
gins bis march of glory in immortality and eternal life. We 
shall then have our vile body changed by laying off this mor- 
tal clothing of animal matter at death, and putting on the robe 
of immortality by which the spiritual body becomes “ fashioned 
like Christ’ s glorious body, according to the working, whereby 
be is able to subdue all things unto himself.” That is, by the 
glorious working of Christ’s spiritual kingdom, the world 
itself shall be subdued, and the earth restored to its Eden state, 
when one shall not say unto, another* Know ye the Lord? for 
all shall know him ; and when the kingdom so long prayed 
for, that God’s will be done in earth as it is done in heaven, 
shall everywhere fill the world with its glory. O, then may 
we all get ready for a blessed resurrection, and be prepared to 
receive the palms of victory and the crowns of glory that await 
the righteous in the realms of God, where the sins and sorrows 
of flesh and blood will afflict us no more forever. 

The evil that must afflicts the Church or the people of God, 
is the great confidence they have in the flesh, or the sincere 
love they have for the natural body instead of the spiritual 
body. They feed and clothe the outward body with all the 
wealth of time and fashion, while the inward or spiritual body 
is forgotten and left in nakedness and want, to starve- and die 
in everlasting death. Indeed the greatest care of many of the 
professed followers of Christ seems to be that of the flesh, for 
“the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life” (I John, 2 and 16,) are all of the flesh, and are not 
only seen in feasting and clothing the fleshly body, but in tbe 
glittering rituals and magnificent forms, in temples of costly 
stone and gorgeous marble, dedicated to tbe worship of God, 
where Christ is preached by rote, invoked by printed prayers, 
and praised by machinery, and which are but the devotions of 
the flesh or outward man, and can never be acceptable to God, 
for He is a spirit, and must be worshipped in spirit and in 
truth. Then why should mankind love and honor the flesh 
more than the spirit, or think more of the earthly body that 
must fail and die, than of the spiritual body that will live for- 


92 


K 



t 

ever, especially since Christ, in his gospel, has everywhere 
warned ns against the wicked and ruinous consequences of 
putting our confidence in the flesh? For “the flesh profiteih 
nothing/’ - John, 6 and 63. Because “flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God.” I Cor. 15 and 50. For “with 
the flesh” we “serve the law of sin.” Rom. 7 and 25. There- 
fore “if” we “ live after the flesh,” we “ shall die.” Rom. 8 
and 13. “For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh 
reap corruption.” Gal. 6 and 8. "We should therefore have 
no confidence in the flesh.” Phil. 3 and 3. For “no flesh 
should glory in his presence,” I Cor. 1 and 29. Because “in • 
my flesh dwelleth no good thing.” Rom. 7 and 18, For 
« they that are in the flesh cannot please God” R.om. 8 and' 
8 . Therefore, “ cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm.” Jer. 17 and 5. For “All flesh is 
grass.” Isa. 40 and 6. And yet, many, very many, are so in 
love with the flesh that they wish to take it with them into 
heaven, and even Ministers preach, that although it is but 
grass, yet it will be resurrected and taken to heaven, notwith- 
standing we are taught in the gospel of God that it is the 
spiritual body that is raised or resurrected ; yet the love of the 
flesh is so strong over that of the love of the spirit, that many 
honest and candid Ministers are induced to wrest the Scrip- 
tures so as to make it appear, if possible, that the natural body 
will also be resurrected, or, at least, a part of it taken to 
heaven. Indeed, the love of the flesh is so strong, that some 
think they could not he happy without having it with them in 
glory, notwithstanding it has caused them alb the suffering 
and agony they have ever endured. Well may it be said, 
“ They that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh.” 
Rom. 8 and 5. Rather than part with their sipful flesh, and 
let it go back to the ground where God has consigned it, with- 
out a solitary promise of its resurrection, they will bend and 
press the Scriptures into the service of their theory, and force 
them to sustain the doctrines of the flesh instead of the doc- 
trines of the spirit ; when the gospel has everywhere made it 
plain that the natural body is but the tabernacle, house, or 
temple, iu which the spiritual body or the inner or real man 
lives while on earth ; and that when he moves out of it into 
the spirit world, te does not take it with him, but leaves it to 
return forever to the earth as it was, while he, like Lazarus or 
the rich man, goes either to heaven or to hell, according to 
the good or evil he has done while he lived in the earthly body. 


And some have even gone so far in behalf of the flesh as to 
press into its service Ezekiel’s vision. of dry bones, when it 
clearly declares “ These bones are the whole house of Israel, 
behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost ; 
we are cut off from our parts. Therefore prophecy and say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord God. Behold, O my people. 
I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your 
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.” Eze. 37, 11 
and 12. This was the restoration, of the house of Israel from 
the deep and dreadful ruin in which they were then lying. 
They were to be taken out of the graves of their national de- 
struction, and brought again into the land of Israel and not 
before the bar of judgment, which shows, too plainly to be 
misunderstood, that it has no allusion to the resurrection. The 
twelfth chapter of Daniel, the twentieth of Revelation, and a 
number, of other Scriptures, foreign to the subject as we have 
.elsewhere shown, have all been summoned as evidence to prove 
a fleshly resurrection. 

It is so congenial to our sinful nature to love the flesh, that 
it seems hard to give up the idea of not taking our earthly 
houses with us into eternity; and it is, therefore, a matter of 
little surprise that professors, and even Ministers, seareh the 
Scriptures for proofs to sustain their favorite doctrine of the 
flesh. Although they know that the inner man moves out of 
his fleshly house at death, and goes to his eternal reward in 
the spirit world, and that the natural body goes back to dust 
and earth, the same as it was before it had a being; yet are 
they so in love with flesh and blood, that it seems almost im- 
possible to let it rest where God has consigned it, and go on 
to believe that at some period now unknown, the natural body 
will be resurrected and changed into a spiritual body at a gen- 
eral resurrection, on the last day of time ; which, according to 
our view, is not only contrary to the Scriptures, but stands 
opposed to reason and every principle of sound philosophy. 
In the first place; if the natural body should be changed into 
a spiritual body, then it would not be the same body, for the 
one was substituted for the other, and is a different body ; for 
the one was composed of matter, while the other is composed 
of spirit, and is, therefore, not the same body, for the natural 
body is composed of flesh and blood, while the resurrection' 
body is composed of pure spirit ; so that we would not get the 
same body of flesh and blood again, but one of entirely an 
opposite substance, which shows that it is not only not the 
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same natural body that is resurrected, but a spiritual body, 
consequently the natural body is never resurrected. In the 
second place; if the natural body' is made spiritual and is 
resurrected a spiritual body, then there would be two spiritual 
bodies in the same man, for every human being has a spiritual 
body within the natural body; “for there is a natural body 
and there is a spiritual body/* I Cor. 15 and 44. In the 
third place ; if the natural bodies of all are resurrected at the 
end of the world, and are again united to the soul or spiritual 
body, to receive the reward of their doings on earth, then the 
spiritual bodies of many of the wicked will receive thousands 
of years more of punishment than their natural bodies, which 
was the cause of their destruction. For the natural bodies of 
the wicked antediluvians are still at rest in their, charnel of 
dust, while their spiritual bodies have been suffering the tor- 
ments of hell for near four thousand years; so that if the doc- 
trine of the resurrection of the natural body be true, then the 
one-half of -the man will receive thousands of years more of 
punishment than his other half will, to all eternity, which is 
so unreasonable that all must see that the natural body will 
never be resurrected. In the fourth place; if the natural 
bodies of all are resurrected at the end of time, then 'there are 
many bodies: of righteous men and women that will be de- 
prived for thousands of years of the happiness of heaven, while 
others enter upon its happiness at once. For the bodies of 
Abel, Miriam, Moses, and others, have Iain in the dust for 
thousands of years, and according to 'the doctrines of the res- 
urrection, must remain there until its consummation, while 
the natural bodies of those who die immediately before the 
resurrection, will enter upon the joys of heaven at once, while 
the bodies of righteous Abel, Miriam, Moses, and others, are 
made to wait for thousands of years, until the resurrection, 
before they- can enjoy the same privilege; which shows, at 
once, the inconsistency of the doctrine of a general resurrection. 
In the fifth place; the doctrine of the resurrection of the nat- 
ural body only admits a part of the man into heaven or hell at 
death, while the other part is not admitted until the resurrec- 
tion. Notwithstanding the Scriptures declare that Lazarus 
was carried by angels into Abrahanf s bosom ; not a part . of 
Lazarus, but Lazarus himself, with all his. faculties of mind 
and soul, was borne into Paradise. The rich man also died 
and was buried, and in bell he lifted up his eyes ; not a part 
of the rich man, but the rich man entire ; he had moved out 
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of his earthly tabernacle into hell, while Lazarus moved out 
of his into heaven. But according to the doctrine of the res- 
urrection of the natural body, only a part of Lazarus went to 
heaven, and a part, only, of the rich man went to hell, while 
the other part is retained until the resurrection, thus dividing 
every man into two parts, and keeping • them separate and 
apart, from death until the resurrection; which shows the un- 
reasonableness of the doctrine of a general resurrection. In 
the sixth ■ place ; if the .natural body is resurrected the same 
body that went into the grave, and comes up the same body 
that went down, then it will be. resurrected with all its appe- 
tites, propensities, and passions, into the spirit world, which 
is contrary to both reason and revelation, for no animal pro- 
pensities, passions, or appetites can exist in the spirit land, 
and proves, conclusively, that the natural body can never be 
resurrected. In the seventh place; if the natural body is raised 
from the grave, and is not resurrected with all its propensities, 
appetites, and passions, the same that it went into the grave 
with, then it will not be the same body ; for should any or all 
of the animal propensities, appetites and passions of the nat- 
ural body be taken away or destroyed in the spirit world, just 
so far would the natural body be destroyed, and would fail to 
come up from the grave the same body it went down. So that 
it is evident that the same natural body can never be resur- 
rected. In the eighth place; if, in the resurrection of the 
natural body, the same body of. flesh and blood is brought 
forth, then it cannot go into the spirit world, “For flesh and 
blood CANVOT inherit the kingdom of God,” which shows 
plainly that the natural body can never be resurrected. In 
the ninth place ; if, in the resurrection of the natural body, it 
is changed so as not to be flesh and blood, or is changed into 
a spiritual body, then it is not the same natural body that 
went down into the grave, because that body was flesh and 
blood, and not a spiritual body, which makes it evident that 
the same natural body of flesh and blood can never be resur- 
rected. In the tenth place ; if, in the resurrection, the same 
natural body with all its identity is raised or resurrected into 
the spirit world, then heaven and hell will be stored with 
cripples, for hundreds and thousands go down to the grave 
maimed and dismembered, some from disease, »some from ac- 
cident, some from amputation, and some from being born so. 
But as there are no cripples in heaven, it is plain that the 
natural body is not resurrected. In the eleventh place ; if, in 


the resurrection, these crippled and dismembered natural bod- 
ies are resurrected, and have all new limbs given them, then 
they are not the same natural bodies, for they went down to 
the grave without members, but these come up with members, 
so that they are not the same. And the man who is born 
without arms, and lives, and dies, and goes down to the grave 
without arms, and is resurrected*, with arms, is not the same 
body, for he went down without arms, but this man came up 
with arms, so that it is not the same body, and clearly shows 
that the natural body is never resurrected. ' In the twelfth 
place; nothing but pure spirit can ever enter the spirit world, 
and as matter can never be changed into spirit, the natural 
body can never be changed into a spiritual body ; therefore, 
it can never enter the spirit world, and of course will never be 
resurrected. 

As God is a spirit, and the eternal world a spiritual world, 
it is only the spiritual body of man that can hold communion 
with God, or go into the spirit world. Matter and spirit are 
the two primary substances of the Universe and the one can 
never be changed into the other. Matter will remain matter 
forever, and spirit will forever remain spirit ; and as all spiri- 
tual bodies are perfect bodies, no member can be severed from 
the spiritual body ; however much the natural body may be 
mutilated and dismembered, the spiritual body remains whole 
and sound. Although the natural body may be born without 
hands, or feet, and otherwise maimed and misshapen, yet the 
spiritual body forever remains whole and perfect. God gives 
a perfect spiritual body to every human creature in its begin- 
ning, and that spiritual body will return perfect and whole to 
him again ; however much deformed and crippled its natural 
body may be in its organization, yet when it returns to the 
dust to remain as it was, the spiritual body goes back as whole 
and sound to God as when he gave it; so that whether we 
search in the courts of glory, or in the caverns of the damned, 
no cripple will ever be found. 

Having noticed all the Scriptures and a few of the philo- 
sophical points on the final resurrection, we close by a brief 
statement of its unfolding grandeur to the dying or departing 
follower of Christ. When the night of life is passing away, 
and the scenes of sorrow and tears are drifting from before the 
eyes of the Christian pilgrim, as he crosses the valley of death, 
and stands on the shore of the Jordan, where, from the margin 
of time, he beholds the light of an eternal morning dispersing 


the gloom of earth, and throwing its rays of glory across the 
river of death, until warmed by the beams of its effulgence, 
and invited by the scenes and friends in the spirit world, with 
his eye fixed on the Morning Star of the resurrection, he de- 
scends' into the Jordan, where, loosing his rags of flesh and 
blood, he rises above and beyond its roiling waves, and stands 
enraptured before the glorious Son of God, the righteous Judge 
of quick and dead, who clothes and crowns him in the robes 
and gems of eternal life, and ranks him with the immortal 
millions .that are everywhere throned and sceptred in the 
realms of God, in Paradiscal glory, within whose sacred 
throngs of ecstacy and love, he finds his sainted friends and 
kindred, whose gaze of beauty, smile of joy, and voice of bliss 
entrance him with delight, while they embrace him in endear- 
ment sweeter far than that of earth ; then, gazing on the end- 
less grandeur that lies in gorgeous and heavenly profusion 
about him, he tunes his harp to celestial melody, and joins the 
song of the redeemed. There with Abel, Moses, Paul and 
Luther ; with Miriam, Ruth and Mary, and all the ransomed 
hosts of the resurrected children of God, whose forms of youth- 
ful vigor and angel loveliness far surpass the blooming charms 
of famed Circassians brightest beauties, he begins his march of 
eternal glory. There his dearest kindred, friends and neigh- 
bors, that oft associated with him in time and earth, but now, 
all robed in celestial glory and heavenly beauty, meet, caress, 
and clasp his hands in holy rapture. That righteous Son, 
that languished, died, and was resurrected in early manhood, 
now clad in vesture of light, with palms of victory, and 
crowned with ecstacy, falls upon his breast and bids him wel- 
come to the Paradise of God. That lovely daughter, that fell 
a victim to disease and death, and arose to heaven, now robed 
in the splendors of immortality and radiant with heavenly 
beauty, moves in celestial sweetness, and presses him to her 
angel bosom in the rapture of eternal joy. And there, too, is 
his sainted Father, who, amid the poverty, sorrows, and dis- 
appointments of earth, and the trials and triumphs of time, 
had taught him the way to the mansions of life, and, long 
before him, crossed the river of death, dressed in his robes of 
incorruption, and crowned with the diadem of redemption. 
He meets him in the lustre of eternal youth and clasps him to 
his heart in transports of bliss, and greets him welcome to his 
home of immortal joy. And so with all the radiant inhabi- 
tants, who, resplendent with the drapery of celestial beauty, 
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greet and hail him welcome to the home of heavens immortal 
millions, where, amid the fields and temples of eternity, m 
va Tps of dory and on hills of rapture, that everywhere begn. 
the residence qfkGod, he is borne aloft until his ecstatic eye 
beholds the full sunrise of salvation mantling die heavens, and 
pouring the streams of its benevolence among the immortal 
nations that fill the Universe of Jehovah beyond che reach o± 
numbers, and voicing eternity with the melody of redemptio. . 
Thus crowned and robed, -the newly resurrected saint begins a 
life of glow and rapture, compared with which, the garlands 
of fame and the laurels of empire are but rags and dust. 
■Risin* from glory to glory, along with the sumless millions 
of resurrected and happy immortals, he shall range the rea ms 
of Jehovah, that are everywhere strewed witn worlds of in- 
creasing grandeur and beauty, while eternity itself shall en- 
dure. S C>fthen, let us so live that when these bodies die, we 
mav, like Lazarus, be resurrected into the Paradise of Go 
and be at once and forever at home with Chris., 
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